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LECTURES ON BIBLICAL HISTORY. 
NO. XVI. 

« And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you : and they 
came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. 
Now, therefore, be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me 
hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life. For these two years 
hath the famine been in the land; and yet there are five years, in the which 
there shall neither be earing nor harvest. And God sent me before you to 
preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliver- 
ance. So now, it was not you that sent me hither, but Ged: and he hath made 
me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the 
land of Egypt.”—Genzsis, xlv. 4—8. 


The life of Joseph is one of the most interesting and instruc- 
tive pieces of history in the Old Testament scriptures. The 
style is uniformly beautiful, the incidents eminently touching, 
and the moral lessons conveyed in the inspired narrative, are, 
in a very high degree, practical and useful. But that which 
principally claims our attention, in this portion of the sacred re- 
cords, is the providence of God, as it is manifested in the pre- 
servation and enlargement of the visible’church. To this grand 
object, indeed, our views are to be chiefly directed in these lec- 
tures. We purposely avoid going into minute:details, either in 
relation to characters, or difficulties, which eccur in the holy 
scriptures. Those who have the taste and the leisure for exten- 
sive inquiry on such subjects, will find them ably and elabo- 
rately discussed, by Dr. Henry Hunter, in his “ Sacred Biogra- 
phy,” the Rev. Thomas Robinson, in his “ Scripture Charac- 
ters,” Dr. William Bengo Collyer, in his “ Lectures on Scrip- 
ture Facts;” by Stackhouse and Burder, in their respective 
‘“‘ Histories of the Bible ;” and by other writers of distinction, 
that need not be mentioned. 
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In these brief Sketches of Biblical History, our aim is to ex- 
hibit, in a plain and practical manner, the church of God, as 
distinguished from the world, by the revealed truths of which 
she was the repository, by her rites of worship, and by the spe- 
cial care of Divine Providence, in guarding her interests, chas- 
tising her for her sins, and promoting her edification by the 
agency of a great variety of means. 

That we may attend, profitably, to the general subject pre- 
sented in the passage of scripture now before us, iet it be care- 
fully noted, that the family of Jacob were, at the time referred 
to, the salt ‘of the earth, in their collective capacity, though indi- 
viduals among them manifested very little, if any thing, of the 
savour of godliness,—that they therefore needed chastisement 
to bring them to a sense of duty, and to reclaim them from their 
evil ways,—-that they were, nevertheless, Abraham’s seed, to 
whom the land of Canaan had been, long before, solemnly pro- 
mised,——that they now sojourned there, in the midst of idola- 
ters, whose manners were exceedingly infectious ,-—that it was, 
therefore, judged proper, by the Great Disposer of events and 
of nations, that they should be removed to Egypt, where, by a 
suitable course of discipline, they might be prepared to take ex- 
clusive possession of the promised inheritance, and to occupy 
it agreeably to the intention of the Divine Donor,—and, fur- 
ther, that Infinite Wisdom deemed it necessary, that one of their 
number, the most amiable, no doubt, of the whole family, the 

father alone excepted, should be sent before them, to provide 
for their reception and comfortable sustenance, during their 
feeble and defenceless condition. Let it be recollected, more- 
over, that the preservation of the family of Israel from ‘extinc- 
tion, and from entire apostacy to the vices and abominable idola- 
tries of surrounding nations, was intended to be, ultimately, as 
it has actually proved already to many nations, a blessing of 
transcendant magnitude to the whole world of mankind. The 
truth and ordinances of the living God, in which is promulgated 
the gracious plan of redeeming love, are benefits of inestimable 
importance to our benighted and guilty race. Now, if these 
oracles of truth and grace were to be conferred at all, they 
must, from the nature of the case, be deposited, in the first in- 
stance, with some select and particular portion of the human 
family; and, if se, what objection can be made to the children 
_ of Jacob, that will not lie, with equal force, against any other 
tribe or nation that ever existed? | 

It was the holy and immutable purpose of God, that his peo- 
ple Israel should go Wown to Egypt, and that they should be 
nourished in the land of Goshen until, from a mere handful, 
they should become a great nation. The preparatory steps 
taken, and the means employed for the accomplishment of this 
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end, are marked by the same mysteriousness that characterizes 
all the works and ways of the unsearchable God. Joseph, the 
principal agent in the whole transaction, already bereft: of his 
mother, must, at the tender and impressible age of seventeen 
years, be torn from the embraces of a fond father—bartered 
away, through envy, by his brethren—dragged to the court of 
Pharaoh, sold as a slave to the captain of the king’s guard, and 
under pretext of a false and foul accusation, thrust into prison, 
where he languished for several years. Then, when he had 
been sufficiently drilled in the school of affliction, to bear, with- 
out serious detriment to his religious character, the sunny and 
soothing smiles of prosperity, this same Joseph is elevated, by 
a series of extraordinary providential events, from a dungeon 
to the office of prime minister of state, “‘a father to Pharaoh, a 
lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of 
Egypt.” In all this wonderful process, Joseph seems to have 
recognised, with unshaken faith and filial confidence, the hand 
of Jehovah; and, therefore, a feeling of revenge towards those 
who had been instrumental in procuring his degradation and 
sufferings, had no place in his pious and magnanimous soul. 
He did, indeed, use great reserve and something like harshness 
and severity towards his brethren at their first visit, as we shall 
see in the sequel. But these measures were obviously employed 
to bring them to salutary compunction, for the wicked and un- 
natural part which they had acted, not only in selling him to 
the company of merchants, but in trifling with the feelings and 
disregarding the honour and happiness of an aged and venerable 
father. This end secured—their sorrow for their misdeeds 
being apparent, he is all forgiveness; and, instead of upbraiding 
them, he mingles his tears with theirs, and endeavours to make 
them feel that they are in the presence of a brother, and in the 
hand of a merciful and sin-pardoning God: “ Now, therefore; 
be not grieved nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither; 
for God did send me before you to preserve life.” 

The brethren of Joseph were certainly blameworthy in this 
affair, and that in a very high degree; for, although God in ac- 
complishing his purposes, often uses the agency of the wicked, — 
yet neither his purposes, nor the. methods which he takes to 
carry them into effect, afford the shadow of excuse for human 
guilt. In the case now under consideration, it was the duty of 
these cruel brethren of Joseph to love him and treat him with 
fraternal kindness. The law on this point was plain, and plainly 
revealed. They knew not the decrees of God; those unrevealed 
determinations of the Creator were no rule of duty to them. In 
doing as they did, they acted freely, voluntarily, and without 
any other constraint than that which the strong bias of their own 
evil hearts exerted in producing their wicked deeds. ‘They 
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were, therefore, accountable, and punishable, for the wrong 
which they did, although God overruled their conduct and made 
it subserve, extensively, his own glory and the good of his king- 
dom. ‘This principle is true and applicable, universally. ‘The 
divine decrees coerce no man in an evil course. Their fulfil- 
ment may be counted upon as absolutely certain; yet the move- 
ments of Providence, in accomplishing the good pleasure of his 
will, where intelligent creatures are concerned, are so wisely 
and justly adapted to their intellectual and responsible charac- 
ter, as to leave the sinner inexcusable and consciously answer- 
able for all his evil thoughts, purposes and acts. 

In following Joseph, rapidly, to the consummation of his 
wretchedness, in prison, where this lecture will terminate, it 
may be proper to notice some things that served as provocatives 
to the unkind and cruel treatment which he received from his 
brethren. | 

' The father’s partiality is the first that occurs, in the sacred 
narrative. Joseph was his favourite; as was indicated by 
the fine coat of many colours. The reason assigned for this 
preference, viz. ‘¢ that he was the son of his old age,” one feels 
inclined, at first glance, to admit as natural and of some weight. 
But it is not valid; though quite common, in similar cases. The 
children of a family, like citizens of the state, have equal rights, 
so long as they are dutiful and obedient. Even after they have 
gone out from under the parental wing, they have still equal 
claims upon the parent’s tender regards, though they may not 
be precisely alike deserving. A profligate child should be pur- 
sued by the advice, the entreaties, and the prayers of his pa- 
rents, while life lasts; for who knows but regenerating grace 
may be granted in answer to the prayer of faith? If it be said, 
and it may be said with some truth, that, owing to our frailty, 
we cannot always regulate and control our affections according 
to our judgment of equity and fitness, we would only remark 
here, that parents certainly may and ought to do justly towards 
their children, if they cannot bestow on each one an equal share 
of affection. They may avoid giving tokens of their partial 
fondness, which never fail to produce envy on the one hand, 
and self complacency on the other. The larger the family, the 
greater need there is of care in this matter. Here Jacob erred; 
and his error, no doubt, contributed to his own sorrow, as well 
as to the depression, for a time, of his favourite son: “ When 
his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his 
~ 20 they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto 

im.” 

Joseph’s own conduct, though in general remarkably correct 
and amiable, may, in one or two instances, have given some occa- 
sion against him. He reported to his father the ill conduct of the 
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sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, while engaged with them in feeding 
the flock. For this he has been stigmatized as a “busy body 
and a talebearer.” It is possible he may have been indiscreet 
and too officious in this way, for he was young and open-heart- 
ed; yet we can discover nothing really censurable in his con- 
duct in this respect. Children should not conceal. one ano- 
ther’s faults from their parents. Talebearing is wrong; itis 
mean, it ts malevolent. But the purest benevolence, the most 
perfect kindness may prompt one to give information concerning 
the faults of a brother or sister, with a view to bring parental 
authority and influence into exercise for the correction and be- 
nefit of the offender. Were this principle allowed to operate in 
families, schools and colleges, the maintenance of good order 
and comfort in those little communities would be comparatively 
easy. It is next to impossible to support wholesome discipline 
In any society, where the members, substituting the whim of 
honour instead of the law of duty, hold themselves bound to 
conceal each other’s faults. 

Joseph’s dreams tended also, in no small degree, to stir up 
the envy and malice that lurked in the hearts of his degenerate 
brothers. ‘ They hated him yet the more, for his dreams and 
for his words.” These dreams being prophetical, as the event 
demonstrated, the only error that Joseph seems to have been fairly 
chargeable with, in relation to them, was his ¢elling them to has 
brethren. ‘The interpretation of them was so easy, so much in 
his favour, and against their haughtiness, he might have been 
sure, on a little reflection, that the léss he said about them, the 
better. There may have been something, too, in his manner of 
narrating them, which indicated a vain-glorious, self-exalting 
spirit; yet it were more charitable, and quite as natural, to im- 
pute his conduct on the occasion to juvenile ardour and unsus- 
pecting simplicity. Dreams, it is well known, was one of the 
modes in which God revealed his will to his servants, on some 
special occasions. The design, in this imstance, seems to have 
been to support Joseph under the sore tribulation which awaited 
him, anterior to his promised eminence. Now-a-days, the Bible 
being given to us, as a perfect rule of faith and practice, dreams, 
visions, and strong impressions are not generally to be relied 
on; yet we would not altogether despise or neglect them. Use- 
ful hints may be taken from them. In so. far as they tend to 
make us careful to regulate our tempers and conduct, agreeably 
to the written word, they are beneficial; but to be greatly de- 
pressed or elated by them,—especially to pay more regard to 
these vague and dubious prognostications than to the precepts, 
promises and threatenings of holy scripture, is ridiculous, fana- 
tical, wicked. 


The conspiracy of Joseph’s brethren not only against his ho- 
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nour and happiness, but his life, was defeated by Providence in 
a very remarkable manner. — Visiting them at Dothan (whither 
they had removed with their flocks for sake of good pasturage,) 
with the kindest intentions, and ‘in obedience to his father’s 
command, instead of greeting him as a brother, “ they say one 
to another, behold, this dreamer cometh: come, let us slay him, 
and we shall see what will become of his dreams; let us cast 
him into some pit, and we will say, some evil beast hath de- 
voured him!’ This nefarious project needs no comment. It 
tells, in the simple language of inspiration, a tale of human de- 
pravity, at which the benevolent heart sickens and is humbled. 
But the Divine purpose was, that Joseph should yet live, and 
go down into Egypt. Reuben is, therefore, moved, by what 
motive it is difficult to say, for he was by no means amiable, to 
propose casting him, alive, into the pit, intending to release him, 
privately, and restore him to his father. The proposition was 
agreed to: and they, accordingly, strip the unoffending youth 
of his many-coloured coat-—place him in the pit, and sit down 
to eat bread—when a company of Midianitish traders appear, 
and Judah, probably from a principle of avarice, suggests the 
idea of selling him; which being readily assented to, they draw 
the victim of their shameful hatred out of the pit, and sell him 
for the paltry consideration of twenty pieces of silver ; the same 
sum, though nominally different, as is supposed by able critics, 
for which Judas Iscariot betrayed his Lord and Master. 

How vain are the devices of men, when opposed to the coun- 
sels of Jehovah! These crafty conspirators fancied that they 
had ruined Joseph’s hopes of distinction and falsified his pro- 
phetical dreams, while they were, in fact, executing the designs 
of Providence, by sending him into Egypt to save life. ‘Thus 
the Lord makes the wrath of man to praise him. The wicked 
do not aim at the fulfilment of the Divine purposes; they are 
actuated by selfish, sinister and impure motives; their agency, 
therefore, entitles them to no praise: nay—acting voluntarily, 
in pursuit of their own unwarranted ends, they are always 
blameworthy and justly punishable. God never required, nor 
inclined, by a direct influence, Joseph’s brethren to sell him 
into Egypt. ‘Their assistance was neither demanded nor need- 
ed; but being volunteered, it was used and made subservient 
to a great and good end, while, on their own souls, it brought 
an awful weight of guilt and wretchedness. 

We shall not stay to animadvert on the shameful deception, 
which these monsters of wickedness practised on their venerable 
father, except to remark, that crimes have a strong and almost 
irresistible affinity for one another. One sin leads to another, 
and that other to a third, and'so on, with augmented force, till, 
without the interposition of redeeming grace, the sinner becomes 
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the bondman of Satan, and is led captive by him at his will. 
O youth, ye who are beginning to forget the covenant of your 
God, and entering on the paths of the destroyer, “ Turn ye, 
turn ye; for why will ye die!” Joseph’s brethren began with 
envy and the use of reproachful language, and finished their 
shocking climax of evil deeds by intentional fratricide and de- 
liberate falsehood, which, but for the kind providence and grace 
of God, would have broken the heart of their father. 

The Midianitish merchants conveyed Joseph to Egypt, with 
their other articles of traffic, and there sold him to Potiphar, a 
principal officer in the king’s army. How mysterious are the 
ways of Providence! Here is a lovely youth, of undoubted 
piety and high promise, the stay and hope of an aged father, 
not only, but of a large family, betrayed into the hands of mer- 
cenary strangers—dragged away to a foreign land, and there 
doomed to servitude! But let us judge nothing before the 
time. The Lord’s way is often in the deep; but justice and 
judgment are the habitation of his throne. Joseph is cast down, 
but not forsaken. He who had been a faithful son, was enabled, 
by Divine grace, to acquit himself in the humble capacity of a 
servant, with so much integrity and diligence, as soon to secure 
the entire confidence of his master. _Potiphar, finding his ac- 
count in the humble services of one so faithful to his interests, 
raised him to the .office of steward of his house and superin- 
tendant of all his domestics and domestic affairs. ; 

See here the happy influence of religious principle. God was 
with Joseph, and made all that he did to prosper. An ap- 
proving conscience, a good character, and a divine blessing, will 
make one useful and contented in any situation. Let servants 
and others, who occupy the lowly stations in society, remember 
this, and they will find little occasion to envy those of their fel- 
low mortals, who move in the higher and more showy walks of 
human life. An honest, industrious, and trustworthy servant 
will not go long unnoticed or unrewarded. ‘“ Let every man,” 
says Paul, “abide in the same calling wherein he was called. 
Art thou called, being a servant? care not for it; but if thou 
mayest be made free, use it rather: for he that is called in the 
Lord, being a servant, is the Lord’s free man: likewise, also, 
he that is called, being free, is Christ’s servant.” And let mas- 
ters learn from this part of Joseph’s history, to prefer pious ser- 
vants. “The Lord blessed the house of the Egyptian for Jo- 
seph’s sake.” Godly servants are a blessing in any family; and 
such should always be treated with kindness and generosity. 
The more of genuine religion they possess, the more faithful 
they will be in the performance of their duty, and the more as- 
siduously will they endeavour to promote the interests and hap-— 
piness of their employers. Let such never be oppressed with 
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too much hard labour; let them never be neglected im sickness 
or in old age; and, above all, let them never be deprived of the 
rest and religious privileges of the Lord’s day. 

The occurrence, which, while it illustrated the sterling excel- 
lence of Joseph’s moral character, eventuated in his imprison- 
ment, is related by the sacred historian in few words, and 
with artless simplicity. His “ goodly and well-favoured_ per- 
son” excited one of the basest passions in his shameless mis- 
tress, who tempted him to sin with her in a way that shall not 
be named. But, behold, how good and necessary it is to have 
the heart well fortified by the fear of God and the love of vir- 
tue! The temptation, though presented in circumstances sin- 
gularly embarrassing, was resisted, in a spirit of fidelity to. his 
master and of piety to God, to which no language of mine can 
do justice: “‘ But he refused, and said unto his master’s wife, 
Behold, my master wotteth not what is with me in the house, 
and he hath committed all that he hath to my hand; there is 
none greater in this house than I: neither hath he kept back 
any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how 
then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God? Mark 
here the genuine principle of obedience to the divine commands, 
and the grand reason why no sin may be indulged: IT 1s 
aGainst Gop! Yes, however much wickedness may injure 
ourselves or our neighbours, it is ultimately and mainly against 
God. ‘It is so, whether practised openly or secretly; it is so, 
éven when it comes not into action, if it be cherished in our 
hearts. O that the devisers of mischief and the workers of ini- 
quity would consider that “ the darkness and the light are both 
alike to Him with whom we have to do!” 

But Joseph’s base tempter, in the affair just alluded to, dis- 
appointed and chagrined, on finding his virtue proof against the 
violent assault which she had made upon it, resolves that if he 
will not sin with her, he shall feel her vengeance. According- 
ly, having contrived her story with great ingenuity, and given 
to it an air of plausibility, she takes the earliest opportunity of 
preferring her complaint against the hapless Hebrew servant. 
The project succeeds. The credulous husband believes the 
specious tale; his wrath is kindled against Joseph; and, with- 
out allowing the accused a hearing, “he took him and put him 
into the prison, a place where the king’s prisoners were bound ; 
and he was there in the prison;” where, for the present, we 
must leave him, after barely adding, in the words of scripture, 
by way of relief to the painful sympathies, which have followed 
him thither, that, ‘‘ the Lord was with Joseph, and showed him 
mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the 
prison.” W.N. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 


“ Carlisle, November 1st, 1822, 
‘REVEREND AND Dear Sir, UF ee 


“‘ T hope that the accompanying paper will appear to you wor- 
thy of a place in the Presbyterian Magazine. Its author, the 
late Rev. James Pringle, of this place, was a remarkable man: 
I have never seen his superior in genius; and his Christian and 
ministerial virtues are sufficiently attested by the deep and uni- 
versal grief which was evinced at his loss. This manuscript is 
probably the only memorial of him that will appear in print, as 
all his other writings are in a short-hand of his own. Thou 
of no very great consequence in itself, it will furnish to his 
friends a specimen of that practical benevolence, that spirit of 
scheming and doing good, by which he was remarkably charac- 
terized. Perhaps too, the plan proposed will meet the approba- 
tion of many of your readers, and give them some useful hints. 
For my part, the fundamental idea has charmed me; and I am 
surprised that so obvious and beautiful a thought, as that of 
forming a Christian congregation into an ‘ Association’ for 
prayer and benevolent effort, never presented itself to me be- 
fore.” 

The following is the communication referred to in the fore- 
going letter. We insert it with pleasure ; and beg leave to di- 
rect the attention of our readers particularly to its contents. 
The plan of social and benevolent exertions, here suggested, ac- 
cords, in its leading features, to what has been practised of late, 
in some places, with cheering effect: and, we doubt not, that 
were some such system of unzted effort adopted in every Chris- 
tian congregation, glorious and most desirable results would 
follow. Let the experiment be fairly made ; and let not Chris- 
tians be soon discouraged. The object is great and good be- 
yond comparison. Praying breath, and works of faith, and la- 
bours of love, are never spent in vain: ‘“ The kingdom of God 
is a kingdom of means.” 


To the Beneficent Society to meet at the Associate Church of Be- 
thany, January 5th, 1819. 


The committee of inquiry respectfully report, that they have 
taken the subject, upon which they were instructed, into consi- 
deration, and now beg leave to submit certain views and consi- 


‘derations as the result of their inquiries, which they recommend 


to the attention of the society. They regard as the most promi- 
nent and most important features in the constitution of the so- 


ciety, that liberal spirit, and that extent of object which charac- 
Vou. Il.— Presb. Mag. 3 ¥ 
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terize it. It recognises no limits but those which ability and 
opportunity prescribe, and is ready to apply its resources to 
every department of beneficence in proportion to its relative 
claim to attention. 

It consecrates to the service of philanthropy, that diversity 
of opinion and those prejudices which tend to alienate the affec- 
tions of Christians, and conciligtes and harmonizes conflicting 
interests and discordant views. 

Under this impression, the committee would not voluntarily 
and systematically exclude any object, or any means, calculated 
to promote the great design of the society—the glory of God in 
the happiness of man. It is not, therefore, because other ob- 
jects, besides those which they have specified, have escaped 
their attention, or are considered unworthy of regard, that they 
have not extended their enumeration and entered more into de- 
tail, but because they regard these as presenting primary and 
paramount claims to their attention, and sufficient to occupy the 
attention and employ the resources of the society in its present 
infantile state. : 

In future reports they shall avail themselves of emergent cir- 
cumstances, to suggest such ulterior measures as the existin 
state of things, and the actual means at the disposal of the so- 
ciety, shall warrant and require. Christian charity, like the 
pebble dropped in the lake, should send forth circle after circle, 
emanating from a common centre, but spreading wider and 
wider till they reach the remotest shore. 

The committee, while they recognise Jehovah as the moral 
Governor of the world, presiding over the destinies of man, and 
by his holy providence regulating and directing all human in- 
terests, are solicitous to engage his propitious regard, and his 
efficient patronage in the support,and promotion of their de- 
signs ; well assured, that if he be for them, none can be against 
them. 

With this view they recommend, as a suitable object of bene- 
ficence, not only the performance of public prayers in the so- 
ciety itself, but also, 

I. The establishment of associations for prayer and religious 
conference, wherever it shall be found practicable and expe- 
dient. 

Associations of this kind, independently of the great scriptural 
principle, that the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much, are calculated to excite and diffuse the Christian 
spirit, and invigorate and multiply the Christian virtues. They 
advise that the society prescribe a few simple and general rules 
for conducting them, leaving it to each association to adopt 
those detailed regulations for their own government, which lo- 


cal circumstances and their respective views and dispositions 
may dictate. 
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The committee do not presume to propose any constitutional 
rules for this purpose, nor even to suggest the particular provi- 
sions which they might deem proper to introduce. They 
would, however, submit it to the consideration of the society, 
whether, in addition to the exercises usual in such societies, it 
might not be proper to furnish each with some periodical reli- 
gious publications, and make the reading of them a part of the 
services. An intelligent and permanently operative zeal is to 
be produced only by an eniarged acquaintance with the state of 


the Christian world, and with the operations and tendencies of _ 


Divine Providence. 

II. The next step is to ascertain the necessities, tomnpae and 
spiritual, that actually exist. 

For this purpose it is recommended that special committees 
be appointed in every neighbourhood: wherever particular in- 
quiry has been instituted, the result has been the discovery of 
wants to an extent far bey ond what had been generally supposed; 
and though it is our happiness to live in a place where poverty, 
and ignorance, and vice, have not made those melancholy in- 
roads which are elsewhere to be deplored, yet it is not to be 
doubted that they prevail to an extent of which few are fully 


aware. Nothing but “ domiciliary visits” will ascertain the sad _ 


reality, and probe the wound to the bottom, that the necessary 
remedies may be applied with confidence and skill. Let this 
phrase—once the language of tyrants and the terror of the op- 
pressed—be henceforth associated with the ideas of Christian 
philanthropy. Nor need we be apprehensive. that these visits 
will be regarded as officious intrusions. Experience has. de- 
cided that, when conducted with piety and prudence, they are 
received with gratitude, and produce the most salutary effects. 
And even if in some cases the event should be otherwise, the 
benefit will, upon the whole, far outweigh the disadvan 

It is superfluous to add, that such visits, while they ascertain 
the actual wants, afford a convenient opportunity of supplying 
them, by the administration of pecuniary relief, of pious coun- 
sel, and of edifying tracts or other books. 

III. Having ascertained the necessities, the next step is to 
relieve them. They will be of two kinds :—those of the body, 
and those of the mind. 

Each requires its appropriate remedy, although they may 
often be combined with advantage. With respect to the for- 
mer, there are three general cases which may occur, and which 
Must be met by correspondent applications. 

1. When an individual or family is in indigent circumstances, 
but enjoys good health, it must arise from some visitation of 
God, or from want of proper economy and discretion, or from 
indolence. In either case it would be i improper to grant pect- 
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niary assistance, without at the same time giving them suitable 
employment: but a moderate aid, either wholly vested in, or 
at least accompanied with the means and implements of indus- 
try, may be of essential utility. And a just discrimination 
should always be made, so as to discountenance the vicious and 
indolent, and encourage the meritorious. 

2. Where indisposition, or other providential affliction, has 
deprived a family or individual of the necessary means of sub- 
sistence, relief should be extended in such a way as most effec- 
tually to remove the evil, either by occasional supplies, or, 
which is much preferable, if the cause be permanent, by regular 
annuities. 

3. Gccasional misfortunes may occur in the providence of 
God, which will render assistance peculiarly necessary and de- 
sirable for a short time, and require immediate attention; or 
meritorious strangers may settle in the neighbourhood, or pass 
through it, who need assistance, and whose wants should 
be promptly relieved. In all, liberality should be united with 
economy, and such measures be adopted as to confer the great- 
est benefit with the most tender delicacy. 

IV. The committee regard the diffusion of knowledge among 
the poor as calculated to promote their best interests, and to 
augment the general happiness and prosperity of the community. 
They therefore recommend, as a proper object of beneficence, 
the education of poor children. 

There are three principal ways in which this may be done :— 
By the permanent establishment of free schools—-the erection 
of circulating schools—and the support, gratuitously, of scholar- 
ships, in schools that are or may be established by others. The 
first method is best adapted to cities and places where the popu- 
lation is crowded and very poor: the second, to places where 
the mass of the community is illiterate: the last, for obvious 
reasons, is best calculated for our situation; and, as such, the 
committee recommend it to the attention of the society. It 
might be proper also, even where a scholarship is not placed 
wholly upon a charitable foundation, to diminish, by the aid of 
the society, the expense of education to necessitous individuals, 
and thus to afford greater facilities to the instruction of children 
whose parents, though not indigent, are yet incompetent to 
their education without great inconvenience. Nor would it be 
improper to assist young men of good moral characters and ta- 
lents, in acquiring that higher and more extensive erudition. 
which is necessary to qualify them for public usefulness, espe- 
cially in the gospel ministry. 

V. For the instruction of illiterate adults, whether bond or 
free, whose situation and duties prevent their attendance upon 
other days, the committee recommend the establishment of 
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Sunday schools, upon such principles, and to such an extent, as 
the circumstances cf the case shall require. 

These institutions form a distinguishing chassenariatia of the 
present age, and are among the most interesting monuments of 
Christian charity. Experience has abundantly established what, 
indeed, was presumable from abstract considerations, that adults 
are more capable of learning, and make more rapid progress in 
the acquisition of knowledge than children, whose immaturity 
of mind, and levity of disposition, create the greatest obstacles. 

In these schools religious instruction should always consti- 
tute the grand and paramount object, and other learning be held 
in a just and obvious subordination to it. Without venturing 


to propose a particular plan, the committee only remark, that _ 


experience has decided in favour of gratuitous instruction ; and 
has shown the advantage, and almost the necessity, of a consi- 

derable number of teachers under the direction of a general su- 
perintendant in each school; and they recommend as well on 


account of the efficacy of the system as its economy, the use of - 


the series of lessons published by the Female Sunday School 
Union of New York,* and the catechisms and seripture selec- 
tions employed in the schools under their direction. 

VI. From the character and constitution of the society, it is 
important that the whole weight of its influence be employed in 
the suppression of vice and immorality, and while the members 
redeem the pledge given in their subscription, to discountenance 
by their example, their counsel, &c. every thang immoral in its 
nature and tendency, or injurious to the interests of society, 
the committee recommend further that special measures be 
adopted for this purpose, by aiding the magistrates in the execu- 
tion of the laws, and by other prudent means. It is only where 
the tone of morals is sufficiently elevated, apd the current of 
public sentiment is in conformity to the salutary provisions of 
the statute-book, that much good can be effected, and it is of 
the utmost consequence to the credit and influence of the: so- 
ciety, that they act with a cautious and temperate zeal. Yet 
the committee are persuaded that something may be attempted, 


even now, and they indulge confident hopes that the state of 


things will be gradually meliorated, and afford them more aad 
greater facilities to promote the general good. 

VII. The very restricted opportunities which a large pro- 
portion of the society enjoy, of acquainting themselves with the 
operations of the Christian world, and with the many excellent 
institutions which have been established for doing good, while 

they deter the committee from inviting their attention toa va- 


* The Union Society of Philadelphia have always on hand a good selection 
of Sunday school books, which they furnish on very moderate terms. 
Vote by the Editor. 
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riety of objects well meriting attention, but- which would ‘yet 
be premature, induce them to recommend also, the establish- 
ment of a library, in order to enlarge their knowledge of the 
most suitable objects of beneficence, and the most expedient 
means of accomplishing them. Individuals and societies are 
constantly communicating the results of their inquiries, and 
of their experience ; an acquaintance with which could not fail 
to be of advantage to the society in conducting their opera- 
tions. | 

In addition to these occasional and periodical publications, 
with which the society should furnish themselves, the commit- 
tee advise that a selection of the most useful books on religion 
and morals, and domestic economy, be provided for gratuitous 
distribution or circulation, and even if it were thought expe- 
dient that there should be combined with these, upon such 
principles as may be deemed most beneficial, a general library 
for the use of the vicinity. The extension of knowledge is 
directly calculated to promote the ulterior designs of the society ; 
and the multiplication of valuable books in public or in private 
libraries, is the most convenient and effectual method of ex- 
tending it. 

VIII. Finally, if the funds of the society will authorize it, 
after supplying these wants of the vicinity, there are public in- 
stitutions of charity, and of religion, which will gratefully re- 
ceive the surplus, and emplov it in the promotion of objects of 
indisputable importance. 

The field is boundless, and can never be more than partially 
explored. Those minute portions which have been recom- 
mended to the attention of the society, it is hoped, will meet 
with their approbation, and be cultivated with zeal and effect. 
While the committee pledge themselves faithfully to devote 
their labours to duties of such high and holy interest, they. 
would provoke their brethren to love and to good works: “ Let 
us not be weary in well-doing—in due time we shall reap if 
we faint not.” , 

In behalf of the Committee, 
J. PrincLe, Chairman. 


(EN 


CONCERT OF PRAYER FOR A GENERAL OUTPOURING OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT. 
A Letter from Rev. Mr. Stewart, of London, to Rev. Mr, Skinner, of Philadelphia. 


No, 11, Alford Place, Bedford Square, London, July 22, 1822. 

Dear and Rev. Sir,—By a letter lately received from a reli- 
gious friend in Boston, New England, I am informed that you 
would kindly permit me to communicate with you upon a sub- 
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ject connected with. the advancement of the kingdom of our 
blessed Saviour. It is upon the furtherance of a plan now 
widely extending, for uniting all sincere Christians in earnest 
prayer for the general outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The tract 
and small pamphlet* which I have the pleasure to enclose, will 
more fully explain the subject, which, you will observe, is not 
so much establishing particular prayer-meetings, as bringing 
the church of Christ into a suppliant state—into a practical feel- 
ing, that whilst we are using every active exertion, no great 
blessing will take place, till the Lord pours down. the gracious 
influences of his Holy Spirit in a much larger measure than he 
has done hitherto. 

In prosecuting this object, I have taken an extensive tour 
through different parts of England, Scotland and Ireland, and 
have visited different Protestant churches on the Rhine, in 
Switzerland, and the ancient churches among the Vaudois in 
Piedmont. By the Divine blessing an entire unanimity of sen- 
timent has prevailed in all serious Christians upon the impor- 
tance and desirableness of the object. Many among the most 
pious of my brethren in the Church of England, and amongst 
the ministers of the Kirk of Scotland, Lutherans, Calvinists, 
Independents, Moravians, Baptists, Wesleyans, &c. have agreed 
to supplicate the outpouring of the Spirit themselves, and to en- 
deavour to excite other Christians to do tiie same. . There are 
now Christians in France, Russia, Germany, Switzerland, and 
on the coast of Africa and in India, who unite with you in Ame- 
rica and with us in Britain, in supplicating this unbounded 
mercy regularly every Sabbath morning in private, and every 
Monday evening in their families, besides other seasons. Still, 
as this object is so extensive, it requires exertion in all parts to 
bring it into full bearmg. My particular request, therefore, is 
to cail in your aid and the aid of all your pious brethren in Phi- 
ladelphia and the neighbourhood. 

It is very gratifying for us in England, to read the account of 
God’s mercy in your parts, and of the increasing zeal of true 
Christians. May the Lord enlarge his borders more and more 
among you! May your churches be as well watered gardens— 
as streams of water whose waters fail not. 

We have had no public society for exciting this spirit of 
prayer, ‘but many private conferences have taken place among 
serious ministers upon the subject. At these friendly meetings 
this question has been discussed, ‘‘ What is the best mode of 
promoting a spirit of prayer for the general outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit.” These meetings have been commenced and con- 
cluded with prayer, and a peculiar blessing has appeared to rest 


* The tract, and an extract (on the activity of Satan) from the pamphlet re- 
ferred to, were published in our last number. 
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upon them. ‘There has been a frequent acknowledgment that 
the office of the Holy Spirit has been admitted in theory, but in 
practice it has been too much overlooked. This has been con- 
fessed before God, and resolutions formed, in dependance upon 
His grace, to put a greater honour upon His person and work in 
future. In different parts of Britain, courses of sermons have 
been preached on the offices of the Holy Spirit. In the addresses 
of many of the speakers at our public meetings for spreading 
the gospel, this subject has been particularly dwelt upon. Re- 
solutions have been passed at our annual meetings, calling upon 
the members earnestly to supplicate a more abundant measure 
of His gracious influences; and in various ways this flame of 
devotion is spreading among us. The point has been to diffuse 
this subject through all our societies, and to call upon all: pre- 
viously existing institutions to advance a spirit of prayer.—— 
Happy shall we be if this devotional ardour extends to all parts ; 
if all the family of God, distributed as they are through all 
parts of the earth, would unite in determination to give him no 
rest till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth. Oh, did the 
children of God but reflect upon the power of their heavenly 
Father, and upon his readiness to exercise that power in an- 
swer to their prayers, how eagerly would they supplicate his 
mercy! Our ever to be adored Saviour, when he drew nigh to 
Jerusalem, wept over it, and in his dying moments prayed, 
“ Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” Had 
his members but a share of the tender pity of their dying Head 
—did they but reflect that there are now near eight hundred 
millions living in sin; that ere another year is passed, thirty of 
these millions will be removed by death from the mercies of the 
gospel; that all their efforts in preaching, educating, and distri- — 
buting tracts and the scriptures, without a Divine blessing, can- 
not effectually recover one soul; but that Jehovah can make the 
dry bones live—how earnest would be their cry, Oh Lord con- 
vert the Jews—Pity the Heathen—Have mercy on the whole 
race of man—Pour thy spirit upon all flesh, and let the know- 
ledge of the Lord cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. 
May God pour this spirit of grace and supplication on his 
church, and if it be his will, may we see this blessed sight! 

It is in promoting this object, that I again request your aid. 
And if in the revivals of religion among you, there are any 
hints you can offer upon the means which have generally pre- 
ceded these revivals, upon the subjects of sermons, upon the 
best mode of forming and conducting prayer meetings, or, in 
short, upon any point which you may think useful, I shall feel 
very much obliged. 

The sea separates our bodies—I trust the love of our Divine 
Master unites our hearts. May we live in the anticipation of 
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the period, when there shall be no more sea, when his servants 
shall serve Him, and see his face! Peace be with you! 
Your affectionate brother in the Lord, 
James HaLpane STEWART. 


et Epa 


Oration delivered before the Somerset County Bible Society, 20th 
August, 1822, by Samuel Bayard, Esq. of Princeton, N. J. 


(Continued from p. 495.) 


We have now contemplated the influence which the Bible 
exerts on individuals and families. Let us next trace its in- 
fluence on a wider circle—on neighbourhoods or larger commu- 
nities. 

Since the origin of Bible Societies, many well authenticated 
facts prove the extensive and happy influence which the circu- 
lation of the scriptures has had on the larger divisions of the 
human family. Villages and towns that before were infamous 
for profanity, for drunkenness, gaming and riot, at the approach 
of the Bible have undergone a total change of character. The 
drunkard has forsaken the tippling house; instead of oaths and 
imprecations, the lips of the swearer have uttered only the lan- 
guage of penitence and prayer; the gaming-table has been aban- 
doned for the house of God; and scenes of riot and boisterous 
festivity have become scenes of order, of peace, and social hap- 

iness. 

To facts like these, a variety of evidence could easily be ad- 
duced. We shall quote but one authority: itis from the Ninth 
Report of the Hibernian Bible Society. In this report the com- 
mittee say, “they could mention entire villages, formerly the 
abodes of idleness and immorality, now exhibiting the pleasing 
aspect of industry and decorum.” “ ‘The blasphemer (say they) 
fears an oath; the Sabbath-breaker respects the holy day of rest; 
the drunkard is sober; and he that stole steals no more, but ta- 
bours with his hands to provide things decent in the sight of all — 
men.” Before triumphs like these, how truly contemptible does 
infidel philosophy appear! Abashed and ashamed, her prose- 
lytes (were they not callous to the sentiment of shame) would 
shrink from public view, to conceal the mortifying contrast be- 
tween the effects of their principles and those of the Bible. 

_ These pretenders to superior wisdom may borrow light from 
the “ Sun or RiGHTEousness,” and call it the “light of Rea- 
_ son,”—they may boast of scattering the darkness of error, and 
of freeing the human mind from the tyranny of superstition ; 
but when did they ever reclaim one reprobate from the slavery 


of vice? when did they ever shed the joys of hope, of content- 
Vou. Il.—Presb. Mag. 3 Z 
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ment and resignation on depraved and disconsolate hearts? 
when did they ever reclaim whole communities from profligacy 
and wretchedness, and conduct them to industry, order and ex- 
alted happiness? when did they ever 


“ Direct one mortal in the path to heav’ Dy 
Renew one soul, or show one sin forgiv’n.’ 


But the principles of the Bible have still a wider range. ‘They 
reach from the cottage to the throne, from the untutored savage 
to the most polished members of civilized society. ‘There is no 
rank so elevated, aor any class or condition so humble, which 
they are not calculated to bless. From individuals, families, 
and neighbourhoods, they extend to nations and the world, 
Where the principles of the gospel have their just influence on 
the rulers of states and empires, they produce equity, order and 
peace, No maxim is more universally true than that “ right- 
ousness exalteth a nation, while sin is the reproach of any peo- 
ple.” Where divine truth enlightens the mind and directs the 
conduct of persons in high authority, there we discern integrity 
and economy in the expenditure of public money—wisdom and 
moderation in government—respect abroad and confidence at 
home: the nation is at once enlightened, flourishing and happy. 

But we advance one step further, and assert, that the princi- 
ples of the gospel are calculated to advance the happiness of the 
WORLD. They tend to promote “ peace on earth and good will 
among men;” they enjoin, under the most awful sanctions, the 
forgiveness of injuries; they teach nations, as. well as indivi- 
duals, to’ be contented with the allotments of Heaven, and to 
cultivate toward each other the affection of brethren. No mat- 
ter whether they inhabit a torrid or a temperate zone—no matter 
what language they speak, or what complexion they wear——no 
matter whether bond or free, savage or civilized, if they are but 
enlightened by the gospel and live agreeably to its rules, they 
become reformed, renewed, regenerated beings—they become 
“heirs of God,” a ‘chosen generation, a holy nation, a peculiar 
people.” * 


* The great and learned Lord Bacon declares, that “There never was 
found in any age of the world either philosophy or sect, religion or discipline, 
which did so highly exalt the public good as the Christian faith.” 


And the eloquent Lord Bolingbroke, with all his infidel prejudices, was con- 
strained to acknowledge, that “ No religion ever appeared in the world, whose 
natural tendency was so directed to promote the peace and happiness of man- 
kind as Christianity. It is one continued lesson (says he) of the strictest mo- 
rality, of justice, of benevolence and of universal charity.” 


“No truth (says our own immortal Wasuineron, in his inaugural address as 
President of the United States,) is more thoroughly established, than that there 
exists in the economy and course of Nature, an indissolubie union between vir- 
tue and happiness—between duty and advantage—between the genuine max- 
ims of an honest and magnanimous policy, and the solid rewards of public pros- 
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Looking forward to that happy period when “ the whole earth 
shall be given to the Saviour for an inheritance, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth for a possession,” does not the Chris- 
tian’s eye brighten with joy, and his heart expand with a pure 
and generous exultation? 

Happy period! when man shall no longer oppress or enslave 
his brother man—when war shall no longer desolate the fields 
of the husbandman, or the abodes of industry and peace—when 
this earth, so long an AcELDAMA moistened and fertilized by 
the blood of its children, shall become a second paradise—when 
angels shall once more visit it on errands of mercy, and all crea- 
tion join in one sublime tribute of devotion and gratitude to the 
Redeemer of our race. 


** Come then, Incarnate Wonp! 
And added to thy many crowns 
Receive yet one—the crown of all the earth : 
Thou who alone art worthy. It was thine 
By ancient covenant ere Nature’s birth; 
And thou hast made it thine, by purchase since, 
And overpaid its value, with thy blood. 
Receive yet one, as radiant as the rest ; 
Due to thy last and most effectual work, 
Thy word fulfilled—rae conquEst oF A WORLD,” 


We have now given a very brief and hasty sketch of the ef- 
fects of the Bible on individuals, on families, on society, and 
on the world. There are however two classes, constituting by 
far the largest portion of the human race, on whose condition 
the principles of the Bible have had a peculiar and most salu- 
tary influence. ‘These are the female sex and the poor. 

Before the advent of the Son of God, how degraded and 
miserable was the lot of woman in every state of society, and in 
every region of the globe!—the subject of brutal and unfeeling 
power—the slave of passion and caprice—the submissive vic- 
tim of unchastened and illicit desire. Even under the Mosaic 
dispensation, under a code of laws that emanated from the Le- 
gislator of the universe, how shameless and profligate was the 
conduct of many of the loftiest pretenders to ceremonial sanc- 
tity 

+ seal the Jews polygamy was ontuaiinsa and practised ; 
and the self-righteous Pharisee, without consulting any monitor 
but his own caprice, thought it no offence against the decalogue, 
to “put away” the most affectionate and obedient wife, and to 
legalize the atrocious act by “ giving her a bzll of divorcement.” 

_ But among all the heathen nations, ancient as well as modern, 


| perity and felicity; nor ought we to be less persuaded, that the propitious smiles 
ef Heaven can never be expected on a nation, that disregards the eternal rules of 
erder and right which Heaven 1TsELF has ordained.” 


* See Jeremiah, y. 8. John, vii. 9. 


Phos. hee 
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the condition of the female sex has been wretched in the ex- 
treme. Among Pagans they are considered as without rzghis; 
and by the disciples of Mahomet as without souls. It is only 
under the benign radiance of Christian principles that woman 
has attained her proper rank in society. Here her gentle vir- , 
tues have been fostered; here all those lovely traits of sympathy, 
of tenderness, of piety and benevolence, have expanded and ele- 
vated her character in many instances to a resemblance of an- 
gelic natures. 

True, indeed, by the fatal curiosity of our first mother, man 
forfeited all claim to the joys of paradise; but much have her 
daughters done, under the light of gospel truth, to compensate 
us for this loss) Much have they done, in the endeared rela- 
tions of domestic life, to change this “ wilderness of wo into a 
paradise of bliss.” 

That such lovely and estimable traits have ever been fully 
developed in the female character, is owing pre-eminently to 
. the influence of Christianity. To woman, this has been truly 
a revelation of transcendent mercy. It has raised her from rid 
gradation to importance; it has called into exercise all those 
fine sensibilities, all those sweet charities, which smooth the 
rugged path of life, which bind society together by silken cords, 
and which become the foretaste and the pledge of a purer and 
more permanent felicity in the life to come. 

But the gospel is also an incalculable blessing to the poor. 
When these “ good tidings” were first proclaimed to mankind, 
one of their peculiar characteristics was, that “to the poor the 
gospel is preached.” Its divine Author was born of an obscure 
virgin, and was brought up in circumstances of laborious poverty. 
He whose throne was the heaven of heavens, condescended to be 
eradled in amanger. He who could have commanded the trea- 
sures of the universe, had not a spot on earth he could call his 
own: “ The foxes have holes,” said he, “ and the birds of the air 
have nests; but the Son of man has not where to lay his head.” 

Long after his reascension to heaven, it is recorded of his 
followers, that “ not many wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble are called ;”* but that “ God hath chosen 
the poor of this world, rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, 
which he hath promised to those that love him.”’} 

The extremes of poverty and wealth are both trials of no in- 
considerable magnitude. It requires not merely strength of 
mind, but substantial religious principle, to support the one 
with patience and fortitude, and the other with temperance and 
humility. Never was a wiser prayer offered to Heaven than 
that of Agur, when he asked “ neither "hs poverty nor riches,” 
but for “ food convenient for him.” 


* 1 Cor. 1, 26. ¢ James, ii, 5. 
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Our blessed. Saviour represents the salvation of those who 
trust in riches, as an event next to impossible, while to the poor 
his kindest promises and his richest consolations were addressed. 
Indeed throughout the Old as well as the New Testament, the 
poor seem to have engaged the peculiar compassion and regard 
of the Supreme Being. , 

Those who are in humble circumstances may indeed want 
some of the superfluities, or perhaps of the comforts of life; but 
they are exempt also, from the trials and fearful responsibilities 
of the rich. If they have fewer enjoyments, they have also 
fewer anxieties and cares. But whatever else they may want, 
they need not to want a Bible. Here they will find heavenly 
wealth: here is the pearl of great price: here are deposited 
the unsearchable riches of Christ, treasures which wax not old, 
which moth will not corrupt nor rust corrode, and which death 
itself cannot wrest from their possession. 

Christian Brethren—The very brief survey we have now 
taken of the nature, purport, and effects of the sacred scriptures, 
suggests some precious consolations and some impressive ad- 
monitions. 

It is delightful to reflect that we live at a period when this 
inestimable volume is attainable at a small expense, and can be 
read without any personal risk of liberty or estate. The poor- 
est labourer, from the earnings of a day, can procure a copy of 
the New Testament, or of the entire Bible; and if from his 
scanty funds he cannot afford enough for this object, the public 
liberality will interpose and supply his wants. 

It was not always so. Before the discovery of the art of 
printing, it would have required years of labour to procure a 
single copy of the Bible. And there are periods in the history 
of the church, when the possession of any part of the scriptures 
would have exposed the possessor to persecution, to corporal 
punishment, or to death.* 

For ages it has been the avowed system of one denomination 
of Christians to keep the knowledge of the sacred scriptures 


* By an edict of the emperor Diocletian, all the Christians subject to his au- 
thority were required, under the severest penalties, to commit their copies of 
the scriptures to the flames. 

The first translation that was made of the whole Bible into- English, was in 
the 14th century, by the intrepid and zealous John Wickliff, of Oxford. In 
what light this important work was regarded by the contemporary clergy, may 
be inferred from what is said by Knienron, a canon of Leicester, who wrote 
shortly after the death of Wickliff. “ Christ (says this zealous priest) entrusted 
his gospel to the clergy and doctors of the church, to minister to the laity and 
weaker sort, according to their exigencies and Several occasions. But this Mas- 
ter John Wykliff, by translating it, has made it vulgar, and has laid it open te 
the /aity and even to women who can read, more than it used to be to the most 
learned of the clergy and those of the best understanding ; and thus the gospel- 
jewel, the evangelical pearl, is thrown about and trodde* under foot of swine.” 
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from the laity.* And even at the present day, amidst all the 
science which is diffused through the different ranks of society, 
the same system is pursued in Italy, Austria, and wherever the 
influence of the Pope predominates, 

So in Pagan countries, the common people are debarred from 
all access to the light of religious truth. 

How incomparably preferable to this is the condition of the 
poorest person in countries where the Christian religion, as pro- 
fessed by Reformed Protestants, is in full exercise! How happy 
the citizens of this land of civil and religious freedom, in the 
rights and privileges they enjoy, without distinction of sect or 
class! While more than six hundred millions of the human race 
are sunk in gross idolatry and superstition, with little enjoyment 
in the present life, and at death quitting the world shrouded in 
dark and hopeless delusion; we are cheered with the light of 
true religion, irradiating all the path of life, and opening to sin- 
cere believers the prospect of endless bliss. 

Supported by such prospects and animated by such hopes, 
how diligent should professing Christians be, to diffuse more 
widely that inestimable book, which contains those instructions 
and precepts which make us wise unto salvation. And let us be 
admonished, brethren, that the period for the discharge of this 
important duty is, to each of us, at once precarious and brief. 
The members of this society are on the present occasion urged 
to renew their exertions in this blessed cause, by incidents -that 
cast a deep shade of melancholy over the anniversary we now 
celebrate. Only two short years have this day elapsed since the 
worthy and eloquent FRELINGHUYSEN occupied the place where 
I now stand. Heis gone—gone to the land of silence and obli- 
vion, followed by the tears and benedictions of many who now 
hear me. He is gone from a scene of conflict and of pain, to a 
** house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens,” to a region 
where “the wicked cease from troubling and where the weary 
are at rest.” But this blow, at once so unexpected and so af- 
flicting, in a little mere than a year was followed by ancther 


melancholy public loss. 


‘Rare are solitary woes: 
They love a train—they tread each other’s heel.” 


Since the last annual meeting of this society, its pious and de- 


* Under the reign of Henry the Fifth, while England was subject to the spi- 
ritual control of the Pope, an act of Parliament was passed, to prevent the read- 
ing of the scriptures in English. It enacted that “whosoever they were that 
should read the scriptures in their mother tongue they should forfeit /ande, 
catel, lif, and godes, from theyr heyres for ever, and be condemned for heretykes te 
God, enemys to the krowne, and most errant traytorres to the lande.”’ 

1 One of the laws of Mznv, the Hindoo legislator, directs that if a Soodra (a 
person in one of the inferior casts of India) shall dare to listen to the Veda, 


(one of the sacred books of the nation) melted lead shall be poured into his 
ears. . 
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voted president, the beloved pastor of the flock of Jesus Christ, 
which statedly meets for worship and instruction in this place, 
has been called from his labours on earth to his reward on high. 
It seems as if but a few weeks had elapsed, since within these 
walls he joined us in the song of praise, or in our united ad-/ 
dresses to the throne of grace. His departure has left a mourn- 
ful void in this sanctuary: that voice which so often roused the 
sleeping conscience, which confirmed the faith or relieved the 
sorrows of believers, will never more be heard from this sacred 
desk: the clods of the valley will hide the precious remains of 
this heir of heaven from the view of his afflicted relatives and 
flock, until they and he shall awake from the long sleep of death, 
and together shall appear before the Judge of quick and dead. 

But we have still another loss to register and mourn. It is 
that of the respected and venerable president of the New Jersey, 
and American Bible Society. He too, since we last assembled 
in this place, has descended to “ the house appointed for ail 
living.” ‘Through a long period, he had appeared in the Chris- 
tian horizon as a star of no ordinary magnitude and splendour. 
Until the latest moment of reason, “his light shone before 
men” with all the mild radiance of Christian excellence. Pre- 
eminent for wisdom and learning, for piety and benevolence, 
this ornament of his country and benefactor of man, having 
“fought the good fight,” having “kept the faith,” has now 
“finished his course,” and like the illustrious prophet whose 
name he bore, has ascended, we trust, in a chariot of light to 
the paradise of God. 

Casting a look of retrospective sorrow over the graves of 
these lamented and devoted men, we may adopt the language 
of the pious Montgomery, and exclaim— 


“‘ Behold the bed of death! 
The honour’d sleeping clay ! 
Heard ye the parting breath? 
Mark’d ye the eye’s last ray? 
No—life so sweetly ceas’d to be, 
It laps’d in immortality. 


“‘Bury the dead, and weep 
In stillness o’er the loss— 
Bury the dead—in Christ they sleep 
Who bore on earth Ais cross. 
Soon, from the grave their dust shall rise 
In his own image to the skies.” 


In closing the present exercise, allow me to ask you, Christian 
friends, what is the chief motive which has brought this assem- 
bly together at this time? It was not surely the pursuit of enter- 
tainment-——it was not to pass an hour in the indulgence of a 
fruitless curiosity. No: we trust it was a higher motive. It 
was a desire and purpose of doing good: it was the determina- 
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tion to cast your respective mites into the treasury of heaven: 
it was that by your contributions, your presence, and example, 
you might assist in scattering through our own and through dis- 
tant lands the oracles of revealed truth. Connected as this socie- 
ty is, with the national Bible Society, (the noblest institution of 
pious benevolence that exists in this western hemisphere) let us 
bear in mind that every dollar now contributed, that is not ex- 
pended in the purchase of a Bible for the destitute of our own 
county, will be appropriated to carrying the glad tidings of sal- 
vation to some more distant fellow citizen or fellow mortal. 
Let usi'remember too, in the exercise of so laudable a charity, 
that “he who giveth to the poor lendeth to the Lord.” He lend- 
eth to a Being who can either fill his barns with plenty, and 
make his cup of joy to overflow; or who can deprive him of 
health, of reason, or of friends, and make every moment of life 
a burden and a curse. 

Nor let us, on this occasion, forget that the period is fast ap- 
proaching, when all now present shall be summoned to their last 
account, before the tribunal of Eternal Justice. It will be of 
incomparably greater moment then, that we should have now 
assisted in the circulation of this blessed volume, among the ig- 
norant and needy, than to have filled the highest throne on earth 
—than to have reared to ourselves the loftiest monument in the 
temple of Fame, or to have died surrounded with all the wealth 
and luxury of the richest voluptuary on earth. 

Taught by the sure word of prophecy, we know that this sec- 
tion of the universe which we inhabit is fast hastening to an 
end. The millennial day appears to have begun to dawn. Al- 
ready in the wide diffusion of the scripture, in the incipient con- 
version of the Jews, in the abandonment of idolatry and the 
profession of Christianity by multitudes of the heathen in every 
quarter of the globe, we hail the first fruits of that vast harvest 
-which will soon be gathered from every region under heaven. 
Roll on then, ye destined ages, and complete the predicted reign 
of sin and desolation? Roll on, and usher in the second advent 
of the Great Restorer of the Universe! And lo! he comes— 
comes in the clouds of heaven with attending angels, and every 
eye shall behold, and every knee shall worship him. 


** See Heav’n its sparkling portals wide display, 
And break upon us with a flood of day. 

No more the rising Sun shall gild the.morn, 

Nor evening Cynthia fill her golden horn: 

But lost, dissolv’d in bright millennial rays, 

One tide of glory—one unclouded blaze 

Shall gladden Earth—Tue Lieut himself, shall shine 
Reveal’d—and God’s eternal day be thine. 

The seas shall waste,—the skies in smoke decay,— 
Rocks fall to dust, and mountains melt away,— 

But fix’d his word,—his saving pow’r remains,— 
His realm forever lasts,—God’s own Messiah reigns !”’ 
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BRIEF DISCOURSES, NO. X.—ON ADOPTION. 
BY E. S, ELY. 


“Ye have received the Spirit of Adoption.”—Rom. viii. 15. 


The spirit of Christianity is not a spirit of slumber, of igno- 
rance, of illiberality, of stupidity, of licentiousness, or of bon- 
dage. Jesus Christ promised, that he would pray the Father, 
who should send the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of 
truth, into the hearts of believers, to dwell with them. With- 
out the inhabitation of the Holy Ghost there is no experimental 
religion. Except ye live in the Spirit; are led by the Spirit, 
taught by the Spirit, comforted by the Spirit, ve are dead in 
trespasses and sins. Unless the Holy Ghost has convinced you 
of sin, of righteousness, and judgment, and has united you to 
the Saviour, by working faith in you, there is no divine life be- 
gun in your souls, If ye are alive by the quickening influences 
of the Holy One, he actually abides in you, and ye are new 
creatures, because he makes you free from the law, instigates 
you to the practice of piety, and communicates to you the inhe- 
ritance and felicity of the children of God. 

Every he«rer, who is a true Christian, is actually a temple for 
the Holy Ghost. He does as truly reside within you by an actual 
presence, as your souls abide in your bodies. He operates 
within you also, as evidently as your intellectual faculties, in 
conjunction with those of volition, feeling, and agency, regulate 
your mechanical frame. Not merely the influences of the Spi- 
rit are experienced within you; but the Holy Ghost himself 
pervades your whole complex nature, so as to be in your souls, 
and tabernacle in your houses of clay. This Spirit, which 
makes you Christians indeed, is the Spirit of adoption spoken 
of in the text; and every one of you who deserves the Chris- 
tian name, every one who is a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
has received him. You might as easily be a man without the 
immortal mind, as a Christian, a believer, or a child of God, 
without the Spirit of adoption. Should we not, then, consider, 

I. Some of the properties of the Spirit of adoption; and, 

II. Some of the evidences which may prove that we have 
received him? | 

It may be profitable to us, and, to this end, may the Holy 
Ghost assist us. Yes, blessed Spirit, give us saving knowledge 
of thyself, in thy divine character of the Spirit of adoption. 

1. It is the property of this Spirit to change a sinner’s state, 
so as to introduce him into the family of God. We naturally 
belong to the household of rebellion, and being the lineal de- 
scendants of apostate Adam, are accounted bv God the children 
of the devil, and the rightiul heirs to everlasting damnation. 

Vout. Il.—Presb. Mag. 4A 
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But when the Spirit convinces us of sin and righteousness, in 
such a manner that we accept of God’s unspeakable gift, Jesus 
Christ, the Father by a sovereign act of his grace adopts us. 
He receives us into the family which bears the name of his 
dear Son ; and accounts us, from that moment, no less the mem- 
bers of his celestial household, than the holy angels. You all 
know that adoption means the act of taking any individual into 
a family, to be a son, or daughter, who was not.a child by natu- 
ral generation and birth. By the act of the Spirit we are rege- 
nerated ; and of course by his agency we become the sons and 
daughters of the Lord Almighty. 

2. It is the property of the Spirit of adoption to communicate 
to all who are translated into the divine family, the disposition 
of children. In vain would it be to change our state from the 
household of hell to that of heaven, were not the temper of our 
souls changed also. Natural men, of carnal minds, do not /ee/ 
like the sons and daughters of Jehovah. They have no incli- 
nations which would become their relation to the heavenly Fa- 
ther. They have emotions of distrust, jealousy, and hatred. 
But the Spirit, being come into their hearts, makes them per- 
ceive, believe, and realize, that God is a Father, of infinite pu- 
rity, and unbounded goodness. So soon as the Holy Ghost 
takes up his residence in any human heart, love succéeds to op- 
position, and penitence to rebellion. God no longer seems to 
be a tyrant, but a tender parent. ‘The mind of the sinner who 
receives the Spirit of adoption is so essentially transformed, that 
he exercises faith, confidence, complacency, gratitude, and all 
the filial affections, in relation to that very Being whose prof- 
fers of love he before despised, whose word he contemned, and 
whose holiness and righteousness made him an object of the 
most fearful apprehension. 

3. It is the property of the Spirit of adoption to communicate 
to us parental instruction. After we are admitted into the 
family of God, our Father does not suffer us to remain in per- 
fect ignorance, but sends his Spirit, to develope to our minds a 
perpetually increasing knowledge of ourselves, of God, of his 
designs, of the character and offices of Christ, and of our duty. 
The instruction which is given that we may be adopted, is not 
sufficient to satisfy us, after we become sons; and, therefore, to 
expand and fill our desires, and enable us to glorify our FATHER, 
who is in heaven, the Spirit of truth causes us to grow in the 
knowledge of such things as the children of so great and glori- 
ous a parent should comprehend. To qualify us to act our part 
in the Lord’s house, and to enjoy God, for ever and ever, he 
arrests our attention, excites inquiry, renders investigation plea- 
sant, unlocks the hidden treasures of the Bible, and teaches us 
the things of Jesus Christ. For all: our practical and saving 
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knowledge, we are dependent on the Spirit, and he would not 
condescend to instruct us, were it not for the relation which 
we are to sustain in the family of Jehovah for ever. 

4, The Spirit of adoption is the medium of parental disci- 

line. We need correction ; but we should not receive it, were 
not the Holy Ghost to unite us to Jesus Christ, and make us 
children of God. All sinners who are not adopted receive 
PUNISHMENT, or vengeance instead of DiscIPLINE, which is 
pain inflicted with the intention of improving the state and cha- 
racter of the person exercised by it. Since, therefore, it is the 
Spirit who makes us children, it is the Spirit also who intro- 
duces us to the fatherly correction of our God. It is this same 
Spirit also, who teaches us to regard the afflictions which we 
experience in a proper manner; for if he did not teach us, we 
should never be the wiser for all the judgments which are 
commingled with mercy. ' 

5. It is the property of the Spirit of adoption fo sanctify the 
temporal blessings, and spiritual privileges, which our heavenly 
FaTHER confers. He teaches us that we are children, and 
makes us feel that God dealeth with us as with the members of 
his own family, by giving us a portion of good things, in due 
season. Without the Spirit of adoption in our hearts, tem- 
poral blessings would but alienate us from our God; but 
through his influences they bring us nearer to him, and we re- 
joice in him, who openeth his bountiful hand to supply the 
wants of his children. ‘This same Spirit makes us grateful as 
children to a parent, for all those religious privileges, by which 
we become assimilated to our God, and prepared for his pre- 
sence in glory. : 

6. The Holy Spirit enables us to perform filial duties. God 
requires the heart, and the Spirit of adoption enables us to give 
it; for until we view God as our Father, we can never yield 
him our affections ; but when he has sent forth the Spirit of his 
Son into our hearts, we have such emotions as Jesus had; 
and are disposed to imitate his example, who came not to do his 
own will, but to glorify the Father. Being convinced and hum- 
bled by the Spirit, we feel the force of the inquiry, “if then I 
be a father, where is mine honour ?” JValachi, 1.6. And such is 
the state of the believer’s soul, that he thenceforth renders unto 
God something of the cheerful service due to a benevolent 
parent. : | | 

To reverence his name, venerate his character, consult his 
pleasure, believe his word, love him, pray to him, praise him, 
confess our sins to his parental ear, submit to his will, and de- 
fend his cause by our faithful exertions, and even by the sacri- 
fice of our lives, are filial duties, which the Spirit of adoption 
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disposes and enables God’s children to perform, not only with 
’ patience, but exultation. 

7. The Holy Spirit makes us joint-heirs with Fesus Christ to 
all that wealth which God has provided for his children. 

An heir is a person who has, by gift, or promise, or covenant, 
or common law, a title to the possessions of another, from 
which he may derive present pleasure, and which shall be ac- 
tually his in future. It is not necessary that the original owner 
should die, although he commonly does, before the znherztance 
is transmitted ; for he who makes another his heir may cove- 
nant to bestow the whole or a part of his possessions at any de- 
finite time to come. In this manner are believers heirs to God, 
and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ. To our ELDER BROTHER 
Jehovah has given all power in heaven and in earth, to be ex- 
ercised by him, for the glory of the Father, of himself the first- 
born Son, and of all thé other children of the family. 

' The goods which Jesus Christ has in trust for his younger 
brethren, are to be dealt out to them, from time to time, accord- 
ing to their circumstances, and his discretion. 

Some of Christ’s brethren are babes, and to them is commu- 
nicated the sincere mz/é of the word, that they may grow there- 
by. At a future time they will arrive at the statuve of child- 
hood, of young men, of full-grown men; and in each state 
Christ will give them such a portion of the wealth of God, as 
they may need, and know how to employ for the promotion of 
their happiness, in connexion with the divine glory. From 
the moment of spiritual birth they are heirs of God, and joint- 
heirs with Christ by a gracious covenant; for to all believers 
coming into the family of the Lord, it is said by the authority 
of the Supreme, “ all things are yours; whether Paul, or Apol- 
los, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, 
or things to come; all are yours; and ye are Christ’s; and 
Christ is God’s.” While the child of God continues in this 
world, the most glorious and valuable part of his estate is in re- 
version. He now occupies inferior things; he is but a travel- 
ler on a tour for improvement; and the place of his lodging is 
but an inn. He is bound home, by a circuitous course, like that 
of Israel in the wilderness, to his Father’s mansion in the skies; 
and, when he quits this mortal scene, shall enter the temple not 
made with hands, to remain as stable there as the pillars of 
God’s throne. ' 

By our receiving the Spirit of adoption God himself became 
our God; and his riches, honours, perfections, providence, 
grace, angels, redeemed friends, and glorified Son, will all con- 
spire to make each heir of heaven perfectly happy. God is 
yours; and Christ is yours, ye adopted children of God, and 
they shall continue yours for ever and ever. 











1822, Brief Discourses. 557 


If such are the properties of the Spirit of adoption ; if he in- 
troduces us to the family of God; infuses the disposition of ' 
children ; communicates parental instruction ; is the medium of 
fatherly discipline ; sanctifies temporal blessings and spiritual 
privileges ; ; enables us to perform the duties which appertain to 
a state of sonship; and makes us joint-heirs with Jesus Christ 

to the heavenly inheritance, should we not consider, 

II. Some of the evidences which may prove that we have re- 
ceived him? “ Ye have received the spirit of adoption.” All 
men who hear the gospel have not received him. How shall 
believers know that God hath sent the Spirit of his Son to dwell 
in them, to give them a title to all the pleasures, privileges, and 
treasures of adoption? 

Ye shall know your adoption by the following points of evi- 
dence. 

1. God acknowledges you to be his children... When Moses 
was adopted .by Pharaoh’s daughter she gave him a name, and 
presented him to the king, as the person whom she had elected 
heir to all the honours and authority which might be devolved 
upon herself. In like manner God acknowledges his adopted 
children, by calling them sons and daughters, and making them 
known in this relation to all the hosts of heaven.“ He calls them 
children of Gon, after himself; and Christians, after his Son 
Jesus Christ. They shall bear his name and his Son’s name, 
for ever, as a testimony of their adoption. Rev. ill. 12. 

But since the Lord does not say, with an audible voice, to 
any individual, “ I have adopted thee ;” how can this acknow- 
ledgment be known, so as to become evidence of sonship?: We 
answer, that there is a language of signs, as well as of sounds, 
and it is by the former that God assures his people of their 
adoption into his family. It is said that Pharaoh put his royal 
diadem on the head of Moses, when he was a child; which, af 
he did it seriously, was an intelligible declaration that he ac- 
counted him a son, and heir to the crown. Some of the orien- 
tal nations too, instead of s saying, “¢ we adopt thee,” cause the 
child or person adopted, to whom they give a new name, to pass 
through the inner garment of the father, and wear some of his, 
clothing. Thus Elisha received the mantle of Ehijah to denote 
that he was made heir to the prophetical office; and:to Shebna 
God said, concerning Eliakim, who was to take his place of 

captain of the temple, “I will clothe him with thy robe, and 
strengthen him with thy girdle.” From this practice of adopt- 
ing by significant usages, it is probable that the figurative ex- 
pression of being “ clothed with Christ’s righteousness,” arose; 
which denotes equally our justification and adoption. We 
wear Christ’s robes to cover our spiritual nakedness, and to 
show that we are accounted by him nothing less than brethren. 
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Those, therefore, who are treafed by God as children, are, by 
his fatherly conduct, acknowledged to be his sons and daugh- 
ters. ** God dealeth with you as with sons.” If an earthly pa- 
rent should feed, clothe, instruct, defend, correct, and provide 
for a little child, you would naturally infer from the conduct of 
the parent, that the little one was a child, either by birth or 
adoption. Now God treats his children differently from the 
course of his dealings with enemies. This prepares the way for 
me to state, 

2. That God frees his children from a spirit of bondage ; 
which liberation is an evidence of their adoption. “ Ye have 
not received the spirit of bondage again to fear,” says the verse 
which contains the words of my text, “ but ye have received the 
Spirit of adoption.” These two spirits are opposite; and if a 
man has not the one he will have the other. Fear of some kind 
the sinner will.have; but it may be. //zal, or it may be slavish. 
He who feels like a son cannot, at the same time, feel like a 
slave ; and he who has the spirit of bondage cannot have the 
Spirit of adoption in operation at the same moment. If, then, 
you are not under the dominion of such a spirit as makes the 
service of God a drudgery, you have the Spirit which renders 
ita delight. If you do not dread God, when you contemplate 
his character, you /ove him; and love him you would not, did 
not the Holy Ghost give you an inheritance among the sons. 
You, then, who can say in the fear of God, which sons feel for 
the kindest and best of parents, that your terrific apprehensions 
of God’s wrath have been banished by a calm and firm hope in 
the mercy of God through Jesus Christ, may also say, God has 
adopted us into his family, and we know it, because the Spirit 
of adoption lives within our hearts. By believing the gospel, 
you become free from the condemning law; and with freedom 
from this law is commonly experienced deliverance from horri- 
ble and tormenting fears of hell. Indeed some of the children 
of God never felt many heart-rending fears ; were never greatly 
agonized from the dread of damnation ; for almost as soon as 
they began to be sensible of their danger, they began to trust in 
the Saviour. Some misunderstand the nature of true conver- 
sion, when they desire more keen distress: from the apprehen- 
sion of divine indignation. They should no more pray for tor- 
iaent of soul here, than for the damnation of hell hereafter ; for 
the spirit of bondage is not the Spirit of adoption. If you find 
that filial affections banish fear, happy are you. 

3. Believers have evidence of their adoption in their praycrs. 
“Ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father.”” We read also, in Galatians, iv. 6. that “because ye 
are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your 
hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” By this same Spirit “ we have 
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boldness and access with confidence,” to the mercy-seat.. It is 
the Spirit of God which constrains the elect to cry night and 
day to God, for such favours as they individually need, and tor 
such blessings as he has promised to bestow on his church. 
No sinner ever called God nis Farner, in sincerity, without 
faith in God and in Jesus Christ, and no one believes except by 
the Holv Ghost; so that an unrenewed man cannot be’ under 
the influence of that Spirit which teaches sinners to make sup- 
plication to the Eternal Father. : 

Do you find then, my hearers, that you are constrained, ha- 
bitually, and perseveringly, to approach the God of grace, 
mercy, and peace, with the temper of children? Do you feel that 
you need much? Do you intreat God, with parental discretion 
and love, to give, or withhold? Then you are sons, or daugh- 
ters, of the Lord Almighty. It was neither human nature nor 
the devil which taught: you to pray to God as children to a 
father. 

Were it not the purpose of the Holy Ghost who resides in 
your bosoms to keep you under the gracious government of your 
God, and secure your final salvation, you would never emerge 
from that occasional gloom, or that more awful stupidity, which 
has sometimes closed your mouths, and almost produced the 
mad resolution of never attempting to pray again. You shall 
pray, however, not because you resolve it, but because the Spi- 
rit of adoption will put desires into your hearts, and words into 
your mouths, and thereby evince that you are not slaves, not 
condemned rebels, but hoping, believing, and comforted chil- 
dren. The hypocrite may address the throne of grace elo- 
quently before men, but he will not always cali upon God.. The 
spirit of humble, penitent, persevering prayer is from God; and 
this alone is sufficient evidence that we are children whom he 
designs to answer. At times we have felt, brethren, that our 
emotions and desires, and even our werds in prayer, are not our 
own. “The Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know 
not what we should pray for as we ought; but the Spirit itself 
maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be ut- 
tered. And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints 
according to the will of God.” 

4. We have evidence of our adoption, when, upon self-exami- 

nation, we find that we are spiritually minded. Before adoption 
men are carnally minded. They devote their thoughts, affec- 
tions, words, time, talents, hopes, fears, pursuits, and their 
whole nature, to the objects of sense, to the pleasures and pos- 
sessions of this world which lieth in sin. But so soon as the 
spirit of adoption takes up his residence in them, they mind the 
things of God, and a better world supremely. They set their 
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affections on things above, and live for the life eternal. Now 
the world appears insignificant, when compared with peace of 
conscience, the favour of God, and the felicity of heaven. Now 
they regard the interests of their immortal souls, and of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom. ‘They would not, however, have become 
spiritually minded, had not the Lord chosen them, and called 
them to participate in the privileges of adoption. 

5. When we are sensible that afflictions have been sanctified 
for our spiritual improvement, we have another evidence of 
adoption. ‘There is no necessary, natural tendency in judg- 
ments and distresses to make a wicked man better. Indeed so 
long as he continues impenitent they render him more insensi- 
‘ble and obstinate; but God corrects his children that they may 
become wiser and better; and the intended good results from 
the chastisement. The Spirit of adoption enables the children 
of God to bear rebuke without murmuring, and teaches them in 
tribulation to reflect upon their own misconduct and the demerit 
of all sin. If then, you are children of the Most High, the Spi- 
rit within you points your eyes to him who meekly endured the 
contradiction of sinners against himself; and from the example 
of Christ you learn to suffer. Yes, the Spirit of God may cause 
you to feel that it is good for you to be afflicted, and you will 
not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when rebuked 
by him. If you suffer not so much for your own sins, as for 
an example to others, and for the sake of Christ, you will even 
rejoice in * the fellowship of his sufferings.” Can you say then, 
my hearers, that your troubles have made you hate sin in your- 
selves and others more perfectly? Have they constrained you 
to call upon God more frequently and humbly? Have the cor- 
rections of your Father increased your veneration and love for 
him? Do you feel thankful to God for your disappointments, 
vexations, and losses? Can you bless him through your tears? 
Then ye are adopted members of God’s family. ‘ For whom 
the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom 
he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you 
as with sons: for what son is he whom the father chasteneth 
-at8 2” Heb, xii. 6, 7. 

“ The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we 
are the children of God.” Let no one imagine that this article 
is to be explained in such a manner as to justify the strongest 
suggestions of fancy, and the unfounded assurance of the fana- 
tic. The Spirit bears witness with our spirits that we are the 
children of God, net by an immediate personal revelation of 
the fact; but by giving us rules of trial, and by bringing our 
souls to sit in judgment upon themselves, that they may decide 
concerning their state, according to these rules. For instance, 
the Holy Ghost teaches us that he who believeth in Jesus is a 
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son of God. He teaches us too what is the nature of this be- 
lief, and then disposes us to ascertain by an impartial self-ex- 
amination whether we believe or not. If we ascertain im. this 
manner that we are believers, then the Spirit'testifies to us that 
we are sons of God, which our own spirits are constrained 
to believe is the truth. In like manner, the Spirit teaches us 
that every proof that we possess some saving grace, whether it 
be faith, hope, repentance, love, humility, or godly fear, is evi- 
dence of our adoption. ‘That all renewed persons are the sons 
of God, the Spirit testifies in the word; and then he brings be- 
lievers to such an examination as convinces them that they are 
renewed ; so that the joint testimony of the Holy Ghost and of 
their own spirits is this, that there is no condemnation which 
they need fear; that God is their Father, that Jesus is their 
Saviour ; that the Sanctifier is within them; and that they shall 
soon be qualified for the enjoyment of Jehovah in heaven. 

May the Lord give you all the Spirit of adoption, and the 
evidence of his inhabitation; and to his name shall be the 
praise for ever. Amen. : 


an Ste 


DECEMBER REFLECTIONS. 


The end of the year naturally brings along with it many se- 
rious and heart-touching reflections. It reminds us that time is 
hastening on in its course—and that the end of all earthly things, 
in reference to us, is very rapidly approaching. At such a period 
as this, therefore, it becomes the mind to indulge those solemn 
reflections which a view of the progress of time is calculated to 
produce. Start not back, Christians, from the exercise ; for it 
will be profitable to your souls if rightly pursued. 

Look back on the year then, that is now nearly elapsed, and 
observe how you have spent it. Have you been living to God, 
or to yourselves? Have you been preparing for heaven; or have 
you been merely endeavouring to grow rich in the perishable 
wealth of the present world? Have you been exercised, in the 
strength of God, in subduing and destroying your evil desires 
and corrupt propensities; or have you spent the past year in 
fostering them by unhallowed indulgence? Be faithful with your 
conscience, and demand from it an explicit answer to these and 
similar questions. 

If your conscience should condemn you, as we know, if faith- 
ful, it must to a certain extent, the lesson which such a sentence 


_of, condemnation teaches is abundantly obvious. Repent of your 


follies~-confess your sins to God—and pray that you may be 
enabled from this date to pursue a course of conduct more be- 
coming the expectants of heaven than that which you have hi- 
Vou. Il.— Presb, Mag. 4B 
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therto pursued. But you must not rest contented when you may 
have thus prayed and made your confession; you must rise 
from your knees firmly resolved, by the assistance of God, to 
pursue a plan of active improvement. Circumspection and 
watchfulness must be more cultivated and observed by you in 
the general tenor of your conduct. Your past errors and wan- 
dering ought to be improved by you for beacons in your future 
course ; that you may not continue always to fall into the same 
quicksands of corruption and folly, and make shipwreck at last 
of your faith, and fall short of the enjoyments and comforts of 
heaven. Those who are always repenting but never improving, 
show too plainly by their behaviour, that whatever they may 
think of themselves, or of their plan of life, there is something 
very wrong and very defective in both. Surely the very ac- 
knowledgment of our faults ought to be an argument with us, 
that it is our bounden duty to endeavour after a thorough change 
of heart and complete reformation of conduct. 

Many professing ‘Christians, when pressed upon this point, 
have an apology ready for their negligence; that they cannot of 
themselves do any thing; and, therefore, they appear to wait 
until some mighty supernatural impulse be given to them to put 
them in motion. This, surely, is perverting the practical use 
of divine assistance. God promises us assistance, and tells us 
of our own weakness ; not that we may thereby be encouraged in 
sloth ; but that by his promise, and a sense of our own weakness 
and imperfection, we may be induced to apply to him for assis- 
tance and strength, and then endeavour by these to glorify him 
in our lives. We cannot of ourselves, we allow, do any thing 
were God to take away all that from us which he has given; but. 
surely whilst he continues to us our natural faculties, and pro- 
mises to us, moreover, the aid of his grace and Spirit to help us 
in the right employment of them, we are bound to exert our- 
selves in the use of these talents, and not allow them to lie in a 
state of sinful inaction. But when we have done all, we must 
not think that we have laid our Creator under any obligation by 
our services to reward us ; for we have, in all our exertions and 
endeavours, been trading merely upon our Lord’s money ; and, 
consequently, if he should reward us, that must be in confor- 
mity to his own promise, and not on account of any debt which 
he owes to us. But this doctrine is still more awfully confirmed, 
when we view man in his present fallen state. If the reward 
would have been of grace, even had man continued in innocency, 
because he had nothing but what God gave him; much more 
must it now be of grace when man has not only neglected to 
improve, but has, in fact, positively abused the gifts of his God 
and Father. Do not suppose then, Christians, that we wish you 
to imagine vourselves gods, and ascribe all to yourselves, and 
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say that you are your own Saviours, because; in conformity to 
the Bible, we exhort you to work out your own salvation with 
Jear and trembling, believing that it is God that worketh in you 
both to will and to do of his own good pleasure, : a: 
Have you then, in fact and in good earnest, been thus work- 
ing out your own salvation during that year which is now al- 
most closed? Were your days to end with the conclusion of 
this year; are you ready to appear before your God? These, 
Christians, be assured, are questions of a very solemn kind, and 
should not be treated by you with levity and indifference, For, 
you must know, that whether you survive the conclusion of this 
year or not—that year will very soon come in which you must 
die. And have not many of your own age, and even younger 
than you, gone before you to the silent mansions of the dead? 
- Have you thus been spared; and do you not consider that the 


long-suffering patience of God, manifested in your case, ought to 


lead you to repentance? and to active diligence in preparing 
yourselves to follow those who have gone before you to, the 
grave? Your life is not more sure to you than theirs was to them. 
Let the solemn thought, therefore, that you must soon join those 
who have gone before you to the dust, teach you to number 
your days and to apply yourselves with all your might to the 
acquisition of that wisdom which will fit you for the enjoyment 
of heaven. For, be assured, the honourable name of Chiistian 
will not at last avail you, unless you really possess what that 
name is intended to imply? And, we would ask you, what profit 
will it be to you, in the day of judgment, that you past in the 
world for tolerably good Christians ; if Christ; whose name you 
bear, should then profess that he never knew you ?—-Beware, 
therefore, of deceiving yourselves. with a name to live whilst 
you are dead in sin; for remember that although you should 
succeed in deceiving your fellow men; you cannot impose faise- 
hood for truth on the all-seeing God. . And let the lapse of ano- 
ther year remind you that you are brought a step nearer the tomb, 


and of course a step nearer to that solemn trial which will irre-. 


versibly, fix your eternal destiny. Arouse then your mental 
energies—and, by a careful examination of yourselves, endea- 
vour to ascertain whether you are really prepared to die. 
Christians! this is not a season for loose revelry, and licen- 
tious indulgence. It ought to be with you rather a time of 
mourning for sin—than a time of unmeaning mirth, and sinful 
festivity. Should we not, at such a season, consider that it is 
our duty to redeem our misspent time—rather than abuse and 
squander away those few precious hours of our lives that may 
vet remain? Let us, therefore, use the gifts of our God with 
temperance ; that the creatures of his bounty may contribute, as 
they were intended, to our real felicity; and not by our owr 
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folly prove the occasion of our eternal ruin. But we shall allow 
you to pursue for yourselves the train of useful thoughts which 
a season like the present is calculated to produce, whilst we 
conclude our remarks in the following words of an inspired 
apostle: “ The time past of our lives (2 Peter, iv. 3.) may suf- 
fice us to have wrought the will of the gentiles, when we walked 
in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, 
and abominable idolatries: wherein they think it strange that 
you run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking 
evil of you: who shall give an account to Him that is ready to 
judge the quick and the dead. For for this cause was the gos- 
pel preached also to them that are dead, that they might be 
judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God 
in the spirit. But the end of all things is at hand: be ye there- 
fore sober and watch unto prayer.” T. G. M‘I. 


EIGHTEENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN 
: BIBLE SOCIETY. 


On Wednesday, May 1, 1822, was held, at the Freemasons’ Hall, London, 
the eighteenth anniversary of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 


Lord Tz1enmovrTs, the president, addressed the meeting as follows : 


«‘ Gentlemen—I have ever looked forward to the recurrence of this day, with 
anticipated feelings of unmingled gratification, and during thé eighteen years 
in which I have had the honour to occupy the chair of this meeting, have never 
been disappointed, On the present occasion, however, there is a subject of 
regret, in which we must all participate, the absence of our respected secretary, 
the Rev. John Owen; his constitution, for the third time, has:sunk beneath the 
laborious duties of his office, and he is now suffering the consequences of unre- 
mitted exertion in the discharge of them. The magnitude and extent of his ser- 
vices, can be estimated by those only who have witnessed them ; their value to 
our society is incalculable. He has reluctantly yielded to a temporary suspen- 
sion of his labours, and has been constrained to submit to that repose from 
which only he can hope, under Providence, for the restoration of his health. 
But his heart is with us, and I am sure that our affections are with him, accom- 
panied by our most cordial wishes for his speedy and confirmed convalescence. 

‘J hold in my hand a ketter addressed to me by one of the earliest, most con- 
stant, and most respected friends of our institution, the Right Rev.*the Bishop 
of Durham, now in his eighty-ninth year, expressing his invariable attachment 
to it; and I also present you with a letter to the same purport from the Right 
Rey. the Bishop of Gloucester, whose episcopal duties in his diocese, have de- 
prived the meeting of the honour and benefit of his presence. They will be 
heard with deep interest,” 


(cory.) 
Cavendish Square, April 30, 1822. 


My dear Lord—A prolongation of life to a period, but rarely the lot of man, 
must plead my excuse for absence; and calls upon me to repeat to your lord- 
ship, and the numerous friends of the British and Foreign Bible Society, at the 
ensuing anniversary, my attachment to its most important object, in the only 
way in which a gracious Providence permits me to express it. From the com- 
mencement of the institution, to its present wonderfully advanced state, it has 
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had my good wishes; they remain unaltered, and will so remain during the 
short continuance of my mortal existence. | 
I have the honour to be, 
My dear Lord, 
With the truest regard and esteem, « 
Your lordship’s very faithful servant, 
S. Dune. 


P.S. Your lordship will apply the enclosed draft for fifty pounds to any 
purpose of the Society, which your lordship may think most requires it. 


(copy.) : 
Palace, Gloucester, April 29, 1822. 


My dear Lord—I am truly concerned to be obliged to decline attending the 
anniversary of the British and Foreign Bible Society. But indispensable dio- 
cesan business, as usual, in the third year, detains me in the country. It may 
seem almost presumptuous to offer a testimony so comparatively insi cant, 
to a Society, whose operations are so extensive, and whose character as been 
so long established. But I cannot resist the temptation of expressing to your 
lordship what I should have expressed at the meeting, in the most open and 
decided manner, my continued and increasing regard for the Sociciy, and my 
full approbation of its conduct; an approbation which cavils triumphantly re- 
futed, could never shake, a regard, therefore, which no interfering considera- 
tions, no motives of a worldly nature, could induce me to withdraw. I beg te 
offer my most hearty good wishes and prayers for the still further progress ef 
the institution, and for a spiritual blessing upon each Bible distributed. 

I have the honour to remain, 
My dear Lord, 
With sincere respect and esteem, 
Your lordship’s faithful friend and servant, 
H. GLovuczEsTer. 


An Abstract of the Report was then read by the Rev. William Dealtry, Rec- 
tor of Clapham, from which it appeared that the issues of Bibles and Testa- 
ments within the year, from the Depository, have been 118,766 Bibles, 136,973 
New Testaments, making, with those issued at the expense of the Society, 
from foreign presses, since the commencement of the natitesenty three millions 
two hundred andjfifty thousand Bibles and Testaments. 


The Cash Account appeared to stand as follows : Lae 
Total Net Receipts Ne ene ae ye el BG Be BA he Pa 17 1 
Which included— L- 3 d. 
From Auxiliary Societies’ Free Contributions 15,622 7 2 
On Moiety Account subject to the return Ld 
a portion in Bibles and Testaments g imssarnes ate 





For Bibles, Testaments, Reports, and sate oo ad 7 y 


ly Extracts - - . | 
Total Net Payments - - - - - - - - 90,445 6 4 


The Society is under engagements which will become payable within its cur- 
rent year, to the amount of upwards of 50,0007. 


The Earl of Harrowsy spoke as follows: 


“My Lords and Gentlemen—I rise with much pleasure to move, that the Re- 
port be printed; and I am certain that the perusal of it will afford pleasure, not 
only to the persons now present, but to a large portion of the inhabitants of 
this country, and to that large portion of the inhabitants of Europe and the 
world, who take an interest in the proceedings of this Society. It is,indeed, a 
singular and a gratifying circumstance to perceive, by the abstract of the Report 
just read, what may be almost called the universality of the proceedings of the 
Society; some of the very names of the places to which it has.extended, are so 
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little familiar to our ears, or to the eyes of the Rev. gentleman who has read the 
Report, that he felt himself embarrassed in the endeavour to pronounce them. 
The first notice several of us have had of the existence of the places mentioned 
in that Report, bas been, the gratifying intelligence, that to those places the 
gospel has been sent. It is not only to countries the most civilized in Europe, 
in Asia, in the new world, to the poor inhabitants of Labrador, that the agents 
of this Society have extended their influence ; but we may almost say, they 


Have stretched their bounds from India to the Poles, | 
And the vast surface kindles as it rolls. 


It was the boast of a Spanish monarch, that the sun did not set upon his domi- 
nions. It may be not the deast of this Society; but it may be said by it, that 
the sun does not set upon its-vast labours. To attempt to expatiate on the 
merits and usefulness of this Society, before an audience so fully convinced of 
them, would be a useless waste of your time, I shall therefore content myself 
with moving this resolution.” 


This motion was seconded by the Lord Bishop of St. Davin’s. 


Right Honourable the Caancetior of the Excnrqurr: 


“JT rise, with pleasure, to propose the thanks of this meeting to the noble 
president of the Society, for the assiduous care with which he has cherished its 
interests. His lordship has presided over the Society eighteen years. Under 
his direction, it has grown from small beginnings. At first, counteracted by 
jealousy. and suspicion, not countenanced by all the good, and opposed by 
many of the evil, in the country, it has advanced till it may be said almost to 
fill the world. My noble friend has called your attention to the ample field of 
the Society’s labours. In fact, its proceedings can scarcely be understood with- 
out a map of the world; and, indeed, its operations are so widely diffused, that 
I doubt if any member of this Society possesses a collection of maps sufficiently 
numerous to trace them. Its proceedings, ramified in every direction, fill the 
mind. You have heard, in the Report read to you, that in every quarter of the 
world, ignorance and superstition are giving way before the gospel; that idola- 
try is renouncing the symbols of its worship, casting its idols into the fire or the 
sea; and that those who by the trammels of superstition were prohibited the 
use of the scriptures, are now receiving them with gratitude and delight.— 
Amidst the congratulation so justly due to those who have *managed this So- 
ciety, we ought not to forget that the eighteen years which have elapsed, con- 
stitute a large portion of the life of an individual; and that to the Giver of all 
good we are indebted, that its venerable president has been preserved so long. 
This time, however, is a mere point in the history of the Christian Church, in 
which the establishment of the Bible Society will form so distinguished an 
epoch. Much as has been done, greater triumphs remain behind, till the earth 
shail be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, till every part to which the So- 
ciety’s operations have not yet reached, and the labours of missionaries have 
not extended, shall resound with hymns of praise to the Redeemer. Among 
the triumphs of the day,*there is one circumstance to which I cannot but call 
your attention. It is with pain and regret that we do not, this day, hear the 
voice of one distinguished individual, to whom we have so often listened with 
delight, one of the chief ornaments of our Society, and one, I may add, whose 
health has been impaired in its service. But we ought to remember, that if his 
health, or that of others, has suffered in the exertions called forth by this cause, 
they cannot suffer in a nobler cause, or one that will, hereafter, secure them a 
more glorious reward. Let us, from the exertions of the Secretaries of this So- 
ciety, and from the example of Leander Van Ess, learn to overlook all selfish 
feelings in the great cause in which,we are engaged. Let us reflect whether 
we cannot yet do more than we have done. I certainly feel for myself, that I 
can and ought to do more. Let them take to themselves the warning, who 
have not done all they might; let them recollect, that our whole heart is re- 
quired in the cause, and that the utmost efforts of our hands should be exerted 
in its support. Every hand, I am persuaded, will be raised, and every heart 
be united, in support of the motion I have proposed.” 
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The Lord Bishop of Sarisrury: 


“My Lord,—TI rise to second this motion ; but, aware that I need not occupy 
the time of this meeting, I will merely second it, since there is not an indivi- 


dual present who is not fully sensible of the pre-eminent servicés of their noble 
president.” 


Lord Treranmovurts : 


“ Gentlemen,—The happy effects of that impulse which the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society has imparted to the Christian world, become every year 
more and more apparent. We see it operating through all the gradations of 
society; it is felt in palaces and cottages, it extends from nation to nation, 
and-has passed from the old to the new world, exciting, every where, an ar- 
dent zeal and unremitting exertions for the universal dissemination of the Holy 
Scriptures, 

“ Such effects, so astonishing by their magnitude, so important in their 
bearings and consequences, could never have proceeded from any cause or 
agency merely human; and they must be referred to a higher source, to the 
benevolence of a. gracious God, who has made our institution his instrument 
for commending his holy word, and has disposed the hearts of men to unite in 
one grand undertaking for the distribution of it, with a view to his glory and the 
happiness of his creatures. | 

‘‘In history, which has been defined, and not altogether unjustly, f fear, the 
record of human crimes and calamities, we read of confederacies and alliances 
formed for excuting or opposing the projects of ambition. It is only in modern 
times, that we see extensive associations for the general benefit of mankind; 
and of these, our own country has produced many, founded on love to God 
and man, and acting under the influence of this evangelical principle. Among 
these, the British and Foreign Bible Society stands pre-eminent; and it has 
this characteristic distinction, that it combines Christians of all denominations, 
and hence derives the support and efficiency which enable it to give univer- 
sality to its operations. | 

“ And to what are its operations directed? Not to the subjugation of na- 
tions, or the acquisition of dominions, the objects of human ambition; it aims 
to subvert no empires but those of ignorance, infidelity, superstition, and idola. 
try, and establis® on their ruins the banner of the cross: our work is to give 
to mankind the means of knowing that Saviour and King who said, ‘ My king- 
dom is not of this world,’ and to supply them with a guide which will con- 
duct them into it. The moral and religious improvement of the present and 
future generations, is the end to which our labour of love aspires; and the 
hope that it will attain this blessed consummation, is the ‘animating princi- 
ple and reward of our proceedings. Human laws may restrain the commis- 
sion of crimes, and benevolence may relieve temporal necessities and suffer- 
ings; but the Bible alone inculcates this great truth, that, to be happy, men 
must be holy ; it tells them to walk with God in this world, that they may live 
for ever with him in the next. : 

“When the British and Foreign Bible Society entered on its career, it 
proposed the whole world for the sphere of its operations; and, judging 
from what it has accomplished, it does not appear that the estimate of its 
power and resources was exaggerated. The moral machinery which it has 
set in action, is every year acquiring new power; and we may indulge the 
pleasing hope, that it will continue to act with augmented energy and accele- 
rated movements, until the wishes of our hearts are attained, that all who are 
vores to receive and able to read the word of God, shall have the means of 

oing so. 

_ “If it be asked, what consequences have flowed from the extraordinary dis- 
tribution of the scriptures? it may be replied, many and great. It has checked 
the progress of immorality, vice, and scepticism; it has raised the tone of mo- 
val feeling; it has produced an extensive reformation of life and manners, 
and has disposed many to attend the ordinances of religion, by whom they 
had been previously neglected, while, at the same time, it has enabled them 
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to profit by these ordinances, These consequences are visible; but may we 
not go further, and admit the gratifying presumption, that the gospel thus 
promulgated, has become the power of God unto salvation, in many who have 
received it. 

«J have only now to return my sincere thanks for the honour of your resolu- 
tion, with an assurance that I shall always feel it a duty, and a pleasure, to de- 
vote my best services to the cause of an institution which I consider one of the 
greatest blessings ever conferred on mankind.” 


Rev. Danret WILSON: 


“My Lord Teignmouth,—I beg leave to introduce to you the Rev. Mr. Mo- 
nod, the younger, of Paris, one of the secretaries of the Protestant Bible So- 
ciety in that city. Your lordship, and the meeting, will recollect, perhaps, that, 
two or three years ago, I had the pleasure of introducing Professor Keiffer, who 
pledged himself here to devote the best energies of his life to the cause of the 
Bible Society. Mr. Monod is deputed by the Paris Bible Society, to testify the 
interest it takes in our institution, and the zeal with which it is labouring; and 
will be glad for a few minutes to cast himself upon the indulgence of the 
meeting.” 


Rev. Frepericx Monon, the younger : 


‘My Lord,—In yielding to the invitation to address this highly respectable 
and interesting meeting, I am labouring under very opposite feelings. When 
I look upon myself, and see how very inadequate I am to discharge the honour- 
able commission entrusted to me—a foreigner, expressing myself but with diffi- 
culty in the language of this country, which I now visit for the first time, I 
might be compelled to decline this honour; but, when I consider, on the other 
hand, that I approach you as the representative of a Bible Society, cordially 
united to this institution, over which your lordship presides, and in whose la- 
bours your committee have never ceased to manifest the greatest interest by 
the most effectual support and encouragement; when I consider that [I have 
been expressly desired by that Society to convey to you the renewed assurance 
of its affection, admiration, and gratitude; and when, above all, I reflect on 
the sublime and holy cause in behalf of which there have been brought toge- 
ther, within these wails, so many persons, who, distinguished in a variety of 
ways, yet value no distinction so much as that of disciples of Jesus Christ our 
Lord, and of distributors of his holy word, then, my Lord, my humble self dis- 
appears—I am no longer a foreigner. Am I not here in the midst of children 
of the same Father—redeemed by the same Saviour—a citizen of the same 
heavenly country? Are we not all brethren labouring together in the same holy 
work ? Do we not partake of the blessings which the Almighty is pouring over 
the world by the instrumentality of the Bible Society? And may I not then 
rest assured of your kind indulgence ? I cannot, my lord, find words sufficiently 
expressive of the affection and gratitude, which animate the Protestant Bible 
Society at Paris, towards the British and Foreign Bible Society. If gratitude 
be the deeper, and the more difficult to express, the greater the benefit, how 
shall I express our feelings, when the object is not a temporal benefit, how- 
ever valuable, but the salvation of immortal souls, to whom, encouraged by the 
aid, the example, and the experienced counsel of this Society, we have been 
able to dispense that nourishment which God has prepared for them, and 
which endureth to everlasting life through Jesus Christ our Lord? The only 
manner in which I can express our obligation, is, to bless the God of all grace, 
and the Giver of every good and perfect gift, and to beseech him to grant to 
the happy instruments employed in this great work the only recompense they 
set any value upon—that of seeing their work increasingly prospering in their 
hands, I trust to God, you will reap among your brethren in France, not only 
this fruit of your generous co-operation, but likewise the blessing of thousands 
of souls enlightened, and strengthened, by reading the holy scriptures. True, 
my Lord, our means can bear no comparison with yours, but our zeal is the 
same ; we are actuated by the same spirit, we love the same gospel, and have 
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the same ardent wish to extend, according to our means, and the peculiar cir- 
cumstances in which we are placed, the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by diffusing the word of eternal life among our brethren. > A little more than 
three years have elapsed since the Protestant Bible Society of Paris was fitst 
established ; and your lordship will hear with pleasure, that, having been fa- 
voured with the blessing of God, and enjoyed the protection of our govern- 
ment, it is now surrounded with forty Auxiliaries and twelve Associations. Its 
income, which, last year, was very little above forty-five thousand frances, has . 
been increased this year to very nearly one hundred and three thousand; one 
individual has contributed 7920 francs. The Society, since its existence, has 
issued above twenty-two thousand Bibles and Testaments; the stock now in 
our depository will scarcely meet the wants of the present year; and the com- 
mittee are at this moment devising means of procuring stereotype editions of 
the Bible, of the versions of Martin and Ostervald, relying on Him Who has 
hitherto so visibly blessed their efforts, that he will provide the means. It will 
likewise afford pleasure to this assembly to hear that an anonymous friend of 
the Bible has put into the hands of the committee the sum of one thousand 
francs, to be awarded as a prize to the author of the best work in. French, on 
the utility of reading the holy scriptures, and of Bible Societies.. This work, 
if produced, may, under the blessing of God, be a useful instrument for in- 
creasing the number of these societies in France, and teaching the inhabi- 
tants of that country to appreciate them more and more. Thus, my Lord, 
faithful to their heavenly calling, the Protestant Bible Societies in France pur- 
sue their sacred object with a zeal, and (thanks be to God!) with a success 
constantly increasing. The simple narrative of this success is, the best ac- 
knowledgment they can offer to this Society. Though limited in their opera- 
tions for reasons, the force of which you have felt, my lord, they have to fulfil 
extensive duties—the want of Bibles among the Protestants in France being 
extremely great; but their ardent wish is, that the distribution of them may 
hasten the happy moment when, according to the expression of the apostle, 
there will be neither Jew nor Greek, Barbarian nor Scythian, bond nor free, _ 
when Christ shall be all in all, and when, like the glorious Society over 
which your lordship presides, the Bible Societies of France may extend their 
blessings to all those who hunger and thirst after righteousness ; and may ever- 
lasting praise be to that blessed God to whom alone belongs glory and honour, 
now and for evermore.” 


! 


Rev. Dantret WILSON: 


“J would beg leave, my lord, to retract one expression that fell from me. 
I said, our friend would wish to cast himself on the indulgence of the meet- 
ing; but I retract that expression, as to. the statement he has made, whe- 
ther we regard the manner in which it was delivered, or the matter stated ; 
and permit me to assure Mr. Monod, that there is no kindred institution 
which has warmer claims on the affections of Englishmen than the Protes- 
tant Bible Society of Paris; and I am sure you will allow Mr. Monod to go 
back to his country with the impression, that he found here feelings im sym- 
pathy with his own.” 


em . 


CHEROKEE MISSION. . 
Extract of a Letter from a Missionary, dated Taloney, October 24, 1822, 


“As yet we have seen no remarkable displays of divine grace among the 
Clicrokees. By a still small voice, God has made himself known to some. A 
few precious immortals have been snatched as brands from the burning. | For 
these we can never be sufficiently grateful; but O how few, when compared 
with the nation yet in darkness; but a few solitary stars here and there to en- 
lighten this dark and dreary desert! O what a wonder of mercy, if God should 
heré pour out his Spirit as he has in hundreds of places in Christian Jands! 


Vou. Il.—Presh. Mag. 4C€ 
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Then thousands of these benighted wanderers would be brought home to God. 

Hundreds who have lived all their lives in the thickest darkness, would arise 

to newness of life; and O what songs of praise would burst from their lips to 

think they were found of Him whom they had pot sought, and saved from ever- 

lasting burnings which they had not seen, nor feared! Then the dear little 

children would be praying, thousands of them, about. the woods; and all this 
wilderness would literally become the garden of God. For this, dear sir, you: 
will pray ; for this, let every Christian pray; and let every missionary labour, sup- 
ported by the prayers and tears of the whole church militant. 

“ Since you left us, we hope that seven Cherokees, and one white woman, and 
one black man, living in the nation, have been born again; beside some who 
have united with the Methodist Society, and two who have joined the church 
of the United Brethren. Respecting the schools and congregations of our 
Baptist brethren we are not so particularly informed, as they are more remote ; 
several, however, have been added to their church at one of their local schools. 
Of those first mentioned, four of them are scholars (boys) at Brainerd, one a 
woman at Turnip mountain, and four, two Cherokees, a white woman, and black 
man, in thistown. Our dear brother Hall, has been here a number of years, 
and experienced many severe trials, but is now amply repaid by seeing sinners, 
through his instrumentality, returning to God. The attention at Brainerd com- 
menced in the boys’ school, and in a few days four were hopefully converted. 
The schools were then interrupted by the measles, and the scholars most of 
them sick. Soon after the measles, fever made its appearance in the mis- 
sion family, Mr. Elsworth, who had charge of the boys’ school, and several 
others were brought very low ; and brother Elsworth is yet unable to attend to 
the duties of his charge. The seriousness among the scholars apparently sub- 
sided, except in those who obtained hopes. | 

*«‘ With respect to brother Chamberlin and myself, it is our duty to improve 
every opportunity of preaching the gospel to the heathen, in various parts of 
the nation. Thus far the Lord has set an open door before us. The Cherokees 
have generally received us.as their own friends, and attentively heard the word 
of God from our lips: but O how little I feel for their immortal souls—how little 
sense of my unspeakable privilege, and the infinite responsibilities of my station. 
I hope you will pray for us all, that God may make us instrumental of good to 
the heathen, to the glory of his infinite grace in Christ.” 


oe Ee ne, 


OBLTUARY. 


Died on ‘Tuesday morning, the 26th ult. in the Theological Seminary at 
Princeton, Mr. Witu1aM G, Kress, in the 21st year of his age. The deceased 
was a native of this city, and,.after early proficiency in his studies, entered Nas- 
sau Hall, where he took his degree, with distinguished honour, about two years 
since. In that institution he became the subject of those religious influences 
which constrained him to enlist on the side of the Redeemer, a character before 
uncommonly amiable and moral; and to devote most cheerfully to the gospel 
ininistry, talents highly respectable, After a year of somewhat studious retire- 
ment, he became an inmate of the Theological Seminary—a place to him very 
dear by many considerations. He had just entered the second year of study, 
when he was prostrated on a bed of sickness; his illness was short, but painful ; 
his mind, though shaken by the violence of disease, was, during the lucid inter- 
vals he enjoyed, resigned and happy in the prospect of a blessed immortality. 


“How many fall as sudden, not as safe !” 


That branch* of the church of Christ, with which he was connected, had 
much to hope from the fervent piety—unusual .acquirements—and excellent 
talents of one who would have been, as a preacher, so acceptable, and, as a 
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* The Lutheran church. 
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pastor, so jealous of her best interests—but he is gone—the All-wise Disposer, 
who moves so often in a mysterious way, chose not to employ him in a work 
to which he looked forward with such pleasing anticipation—He saw fit that he 
should exchange the service of the church, for (we confidently trust) the joys 
of paradise. Since God so ordered it, we acquiesce ;. with such confidence of 
his divine acceptance, we'sorrow not as those who have no hope. 

The religious public will, we doubt not, be favoured hereafter with a more 
extended notice of this interesting young man, 


TE 
FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE. 


THE CLOSING YEAR. 
BY W. B. TAPPAN. 


Days departed! whither fled? 
Moments! whither have ye gone ? 
Ye are mingled with the dead, 
Number’d, never to return. 

Time! how swiftly, silently, 

Hast thou urg’d thy mystic flight,— 
To unknown eternity, 

To the whelming flood of night! 


Dying year! and is this all? 

Shuts thy scene in chilling gloom ? 
Yes, and Nature weaves her pall, 
Year, departing, for thy tomb. 
Here shall sleep the shadowy fears, 
Here the triumphs of thy span ; 
Here shall slumber smiles and tears, 
Here the dreams of passing man. 


Schemes of bliss that rose awhile, 
Griefs that clouded life’s career; 
Joys that dazzled to beguile, 
Crush’d alike, ye perish here. 

Sleep they all’—shall none revive ? 
Year! then where thy trophies, say ? 
What shall in thy annals live,— 
Live, when Time hath pass’d away ? 


Shali the deaf’ning battle shout, 
Urging on to victory? 

Shall the victim’s blood, poured out 
To the idol-deity? © 

Furl thy banner, Glory! furl it, 
Trophy of the slaughter ground; 
Time, the conqueror, shall hur! it 
To Oblivion’s dark profound. 


Stands the proud man’s dwelling, rear’d 
On the wreck of poverty ? 

‘Triumphs yet the oppressor, sear’d, 
Mocking tears of misery ? 

Yet the flame of Envy burneth, 

In that breast broods hateful vice, 

Wretch accurs’d!—sweet Mercy spurneth 
The cold heart of Avarice. 
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Perish these—let none revive ! 
Year! then where thy trophies, say’ 





























































On the Death of Christ. 


What shall in thy annals live,— 
Live, when Time hath pass’d away ? 
Saw ye not Compassion’s deed, 
When, to sooth a brother’s moan, 
Pity flew to misery’s need,— 

Tis recorded near the throne! 


Heard ye nut the balmy voice, 
Grateful as the dew of heaven,— 
When a brother bade ‘* rejoice !* 
«‘ Sin no more, and be forgiven?” 
Dying Year! then not in vain, 
Meteor-like, thou’st glided by,— 
Moments! ye shall live again, 
Deeds of mercy never die. 


Se REBBIFOS 


FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE, 


On the Death of Christ. 


ZECHARIAH, Xiii. 7. 


Awake, O sword, against my Shepherd wake, 
Against my fellow dreadful vengeance take : 
The Shepherd smite for follies not his own, 
The sheep shall wander from their native home. 
Upon the little ones I’ll turn my hand, 
The persecuting sword shall them demand ; 
They'll prove their faith, and seal it with their blood, 
And rise on wings of love to meet their God. 
Thus spake Jehovah, to the chosen One 
Who died to pay for crimes he-ne’er had done— 
. He by his death has brought us near to God— 
Our only trust is in his pardoning blood. 
The blood of Christ, applied by faith alone, 
| Is rich and all-sufficient to atone 
For crimes of scarlet dye, and crimson stain, 
And wash the vilest sinner white again. 
Then will we praise thee with a cheerful tongue, 
The great Redeemer’s love shall be our song— 
O may the holy, undivided Three 
Inflame our hearts, and draw our souls to thee! a: 


ea 


REMARKABLE SAVINGS, 
From Bruce’s Juvenile Anecdotes: 


“ Papa,” said a little boy to his father, “what is the meaning of the words 
Cherubim and Seraphim, which we meet with in the holy scriptures?” “ Che- 
rubim,” replied his father, “is a Hebrew word, signifying knowledge; Sera- 
phim is another word of the same language, and signifies flame. Whence it is 
supposed, that the Cherubim are angels who excel in knowledge; and that the 
Seraphim are angels likewise, who excel in loving God.” “I hope, then,” said 
the little boy, “when I die, I shall be a Seraph; for I would rather love God 
than know all things!” 

This sensible and pious child was the son of Bishop Berkeley. His life was 
short: he is now gane, we trust, to that happy land, where with his excellent 
father, and with “the spirits of just men made perfect,” he has a complete know- 
ledge of God, and loves him with unabating ardour. 
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The eldest daughter of Dr. Doddridge' was a most lovely and engaging child. 
As she was a great darling with her family and friends, she often received invi- 
tations to different places at the same time. Her father once asked her, on such 
an occasion, what made every body love her so well? She answered, “Indeed, 
papa, I cannot think, unless’ it be because I love every body.”—This interest- 
ing child died before she had completed her fifth year. , 


When a little girl was expostulated with by a clergyman for attending a Sun- 
day school belonging to a different place of worship from his own, she very 
acutely replied in the words of Dr. Watts :-— 


“‘T have been there, and still would go, 
Tis like a little heaven below.” 


A mother whto had lately buried an only son, a fine boy, about five years of 
age, became almost inconsolable for the joss, It is remarkable that about four 
months before the child’s death, he fixed his eyes upon his parent, and in an 
unusually serious manner said, “ Mother!” “ What, my dear?” she replied. “If 
you do not pray more, and read the scriptures more, God will take me away 
from you !” 

A child of six years of age, introduced into company for his extraordinary 
abilities, was asked by a dignified clergyman, “ Where God was,” with the offer 
of an orange. “ Tell me,” replied the boy, “where he is not? and I will give 
you two.” 


4 7 


A little girl whom I knew, about seven years of age, was taken, with a bro- 
ther younger than herself, to see an aunt who lay dead. On their return home, 
the little boy expressed his surprise that he had seen his aunt, saying, “I al- 
ways thought when people were dead that they went to heaven; but my aunt 
is not gone thither, for | have seen her.”  Brother,”’ replied his sister, “I fear 
you do not understand it: it is not the body that goes to heaven ;—it is the 
think that goes to heaven! The body remains and is put into the grave, where 
it sleeps till God shail raise it up again.” 


A little child, when dying, was asked, whither she was going ? * To heaven,” 
said the child. ‘ And what makes you wish to be there?” said one. “ Because 
Christ is there.” ‘“ But what,” said a friend, “if Christ should leave heaven?” 
“Then,” said the child, “I will go with him.” Some time before her depar- 
ture, she wished to have a golden crown when she died. “ And what will 
you do,” said one, “with the golden crown?” “TI will take and cast it at the 
feet of Christ.” 


A very little girl walking home with her aunt on a fine frosty evening, had - 


her attention attracted by the briliant appearance of the heavens, and pointing 
to the stars, she said with great simplicity, “Aunt, what are these? are they little 
Zimlet holes, to let the glory through ?” 


A Gentleman in Paris, superintendant of an institution for the instruction of 
deaf and dumb children, was asked by a friend to allow him to put a ques- 


tion to one of the children, with a view to ascertain his mental improvement. ’ 


The request being complied with, he was desired to write his question, and affix 
it to the wall. It was this:—“ Does God reason?” The child instantly wrote 
underneath with his pencil, “God knows and sees every thing. Reasoning’ im- 
plies doubt and uncertainty; therefore, God does noé reason.’ | 


Sarah Henley, a little girl about eleven years of age, said: toa relation who 


complained of poverty, “ A man may go to heaven without a penny in his purse, 
but not without grace in his heart.” 
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’ | NEW PUBLICATION. 

“"THoucuTs oN THE ANGLICAN AND Amenican-Aneto Caurcuss.” By John 
Bristed, Counsellor at Law :* Author of “ The Resources of the British Empire,” 
and of “ The Resources of the United States of Amerjca:” published at New York, 
1822, in a handsome volume of 500 pages, octavo. 

We are indebted to the author for the compliment of a copy of this spirited 
and learned work, which we are reading with no ordinary relish, and which we 
hope to notice hereafter, more fully than time will permit at present. Mean- 
while we cannot deny our readers the pleasure of a short extract from p. 70. 


“In these United States, we have no Dissenters, because we have no national 
church establishment linked with the civil government; the federal constitu- 
tion having put all religious sects upon an equal political footing. But our mo- 
dern fashionable theologians, in the American-Anglo Church, entertain to the 
full, as great a horror of Calvinism, as do any of their brethren in the Anglican 
establishment. Nay, some of the very slenderest, most unfledged, and callow 
divines, who might answer to Pope’s definition of Entick, the dictionary-maker, 
as one who may possibly understand the meaning of a single word, but, cer- 
-tainly, not the meaning of two words put together,—affect, in defiance of 
Bishop Horsley’s emphatic caution, to prattle about “the absurdity, the weak- 
ness, the inconclusive reasoning, the narrow capacity,” and so forth, of Carvin, 
Kxox, Owen, and many other of the brightest luminaries that have ever blazed 
as beacon-fires in the Christian hemisphere.” 

* 
IN THE PRESS, 


A. Finley, corner of Chesnut and Fourth streets, Philadelphia, has in press, 
and will publish on the 16th inst. “The Young Convert’s Apology, and Affec- 
tionate Remonstrance, in Ten Letters, to his near Relations and former Compa- 
nions, by whom he is derided and persecuted on account of his Religious Pro- 
fession.” By George Betts. 

We have read this work, and think it well worth republishing. It is an at- 
tempt to make fiction subserve the cause of truth. The subject is deeply in- 
teresting to young believers in Jesus, whose circumstances may resemble those 
which are here supposed. The following extract from Letter VIII. to a scep- 
tical “acquaintance, who disapproves of the leading doctrines of the gospel, as 
irrational,” may serve as a specimen of the author’s spirit, and manner of 
writing. 

“If, however, you ate resolved to disbelieve all that cannot be fully under- 
stood, you are, I think, verging very fast towards universal scepticism, and may 
soon doubt of every thing; for there is not a blade of grass on the earth, or an 
insect crawling in the dust, or.a pebble on the sea shore, but contains mysteries 
which you and I shall never comprehend. In short, you may, for aught I know, 
soon doubt of your own existence, or, at least, refuse to acknowledge the as- 
cendancy which the mind has over the human frame, if you are resolved to dis- 
credit every thing which @xceeds comprehension. Can you explain the rature 
of that union which subsists between the body and the mind, or how it is that 
they act one upon the other? Can you tell exactly how it is, that the mind acts 
upon, and moves every part of the body, according to its volition, and how it is, 
again, that the nerves act upon the mind, in perception or sensation? Or. can 
you understand how it is, that the mind, having received innumerable ideas 
through the medium of the senses, treasures them up in the memory, and there 
retains them in all their wonderful diversity, for months, or even years, and in 
some cases, through the greater part of life? These things are facts which can- 
not be controverted, but they are also facts which cannot be comprehended.” 


In press, and will be speedily published, by J. Crissy, 177 Chesnut street, 
Philadelphia, “ Jesus Cunist ann Him Cructriep :” eight sermons, by the Rev. 
Benjamin Allen, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Philadelphia. 

To the sermons will be added an appendix, containing arranged references to 


enttiems 
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* And a member of the Episcopal church. | 
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several hundred of the most important passages of seri on the essential 
truths treated of in them; comprising all the texts used by Magee, Simpson, 


and others; so as to enable every one who has the Bible in his hands to give a 
reason of the hope that is in him. 


To throw the work into wide circulation, the price is pat much lower than 
usual,—price 50 cents in boards—and, to enable those disposed to make use of 


it as a tract, a very large discount will be made to ali who enclose any sum not 
less than five dollars to the publisher. 


i 


The Treasurer of the Trustees of the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, acknowledges the receipt of the allowing sums 


for their Theological Seminary at Princeton, N. J. during the 
month of November last, viz. 


Of Rev. James Patterson, his subscription at the session of the Gene- 


ral Assembly in May, 1820, for the Contingent Fund - -  - $10 00 
Of Peter Boyd, Esq. collection in First cree. Church in Al- 

bany, for ditto - -° 75 50 
Of Rev. Mr. Davidson, per Rev. Seinen Dougias, ew Monmouth and 

Bethesda, in Lexington Presbytery, for ditto - - 20 00 
Of Rev. James H. C. Leach, per Mr. Fassitt, the balance of the collec- 

tion in Winchester, Virginia, for ditto -  - - 1390 
Of Rev. Francis G. akeatin, pe Rev. J. W. Scott; Deerfield, for 

ditto - - - - 400 
Of E. Steel, in full ior ress, due Ist October, for: ditto - - - 9518 


Amount received for the Contingent Fund $205.98 — 


Of Alexander Henry, E a: in full of his subscription for the Profes- 
sorship to be endowed by the Synod of rae - - = 250 00 
Of Rev. James Linn, Bellefonte, for ditto - 16 00 
Of Rev. John Goldsmith, Newtown, Long’ Island, for the Profceses. : 
ship to be endowed by the Synod of New York and New Jersey 27 00 
Of Rev. Dr. Moses Waddel, Lng Mr. bein: for the Southern Pro- 


fessorship - = 50 00 
Of Rev. Dr. J. J. Janeway, his first instalment ‘for the Oriental and 


Biblical Literature Professorship “ p é i - 5000 
Of Alexander Henry, Esq. his first ditto for ditto ee 8 8 ER 
Of Rev. Reuben Post, his first ditto forditto - -  - -  .'. 5000 
Of Rev. Dr. S. B. Balch, per ditto, his first ditto for ditto ies 
Of Rev. Alexander Williamson, in part of his ditto for ditto. - -. 15 00 


Of Mrs. Henderson, treasurer of the Female Cent Sore of er i 
burg, Pennsylvania, for the Students’ Fund = - ¥5 00 
Of Rev. Nathaniel Conklin, one year’s interest on 392, the balabien 
of his subscription for the Scholarship to be endowed bd the Eu- | 
menian Society - ~ 5 52 
Of Mrs. Jane Keith, treasurer of the “Female Association of Charles. 
ton, South Carolina, for the Scholarship to be endowed by them, 
and which is now endowed, as appears by the following record - 175 00 


Total | $924 50 


The Treasurer has the pleasure further to acknowledge the receipt: from 
Mrs. Jane Keith, per Robert Maxwell, Esq. of Charleston, South Carolina, of a 
certificate for $2,500, of six per cent. United States stock of 1813, bearing in- 


terest from 1st October last; being the principal sum required for the endow- 
ment of a Scholarship. 
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Transfer of Editorial Labours. 


TRANSFER OF EDITORIAL LABOURS. 


We have the pleasure to inform our readers and _ patrons, that, 
by agreement of the parties concerned, the labour of editing this 
Magazine now devolves on the Rev. AsuBeL Green, D. D. 
fate Pr esident of the College at Princeton, New Jersey. The 
character of this reverend gentleman is too well known, to the 
religious and literary public, to need any commendation from 
us. We cannot forbear remarking, however, that we regard 
this arrangement as highly felicitous, and as affording just 
ground of hope, that the work will be conducted, during his 
editorship, in a style that shall make it generally acceptable, and 
extensively useful. It will be seen in the “ Introduction to the 
New Series,” which accompanies this number, that a change of 
the title is proposed. This measure is judged expedient, for 
reasons assigned, and which, we trust, will be thought valid, by 
all liberal minded Presbyterians ; ; and, to persons of other re- 
ligious denominations, the. substitution of Curistran Apvo- 
€aTE for PResBYTERIAN MaGazine, if not gratifying, will, 
surely, not be offensive. That the PusLicaTion, however, 1s 
still to be Presbyterian, we have pretty good security in the 
ecclesiastical connexion, and well known principles of the Edi- 
tor. We hope, therefore, that Presbyterians, in this country, 
and, particularly, Presbyterian ministers, will take an interest 
in circulating and patronizing the work. We are not in the 
habit of making rash promises, nor would we wish to excite 
extravagant expectations; but, for ourselves, we do expect to 
find, in the pages of “ The Christian Advocate,” a monthly en- 
tertainment of wholesome, various, rich, and well prepared mat- 
ter, adapted to confirm our faith, and encourage our hope in 
Christ. In this expectation, confidently cherished, we cheer- 
fully resign our office, with its toilsome functions and heavy re- 
sponsibilities, to one who has been long accustomed to “ endure 
hardness,” and to render important service in the cause of the 
Redeemer. Thankful to Divine Providence, and to our fel- 
low Christians, for the favour hitherto shown to this well-meant 
enterprise, we commend the Magazine and its venerated Editor 
to the benediction of Almighty God, and to the candour and 
kindness of the religious community ! 


‘¢ Amicus Pacis” has been received ; but the piece, in its pre- 
sent state, is inadmissible. The writer can recover it, by call- 
ing on the publisher. An interview with the editor might, pos- 
sibly, result in its insertion, with some considerable alterations 
and curtailment. 






































INTRODUCTION 


TO THE 


CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE: 


BEING A NEW SERIES OF THE 


PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE. 





At the close of the present month, two years will have elapsed, 
since the commencement of the Presbyterian Magazine. Its 
patronage has not been very extensive; and yet it has, perhaps, 
been greater than it was reasonable to expect, for a miscellany 
whose contents were to be furnished almost wholly by the vo- 
luntary and gratuitous contributions of busy men, burdened al- 
ready with professional and laborious occupations. The patron- 
age, in a word, has been such, as to inspire a pretty confident 
hope, that if a competent editor could be engaged to devote to 
its improvement and support the greater part of his time and 
efforts, it might become widely useful as a vehicle of religious 
instruction and intelligence, and might not only afford a pecu- 
niary indemnification for the labour and expense of its publica- 
tion, but add eventually a handsome sum to the charities of the 
church in which its circulation must principally be expected. 
Under the influence of this hope its conductors, after some de- 
lay and discouragement, have succeeded in engaging an Editor, 
to whom they can yield their entire confidence; and to whom 
they have committed the whole concern of providing and de- 
ciding on the various articles of which the publication shall con- 


sist. 
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It has been thought advisable to change the name of this mis- 
cellany—Not because it is intended materially to change its cha- 
racter; but principally to prevent an injurious misapprehension, 
which, to a certain extent, there is reason to believe has actually 
taken place. We usually form some judgment of a publication 
from its title; and. indeed it is for this very purpose that a title 
is given. Now, on hearing of a Presbyterian magazine, some, 
it appears, have set it down at once as a sectarian work; of which 
the main and ultimate design would be to diffuse and defend the 
doctrines and opinions which are peculiar to Presbyterians; 
and on this account they have resolved to give it no encourage- 
ment. That such an estimate and resolution have proceeded 
from an utter misconception, for which nothing in the maga- 
zine, except its title, has ever furnished any ground, is known 
to all who have made themselves acquainted with its contents: 
nor was it by any means, intended, by those who adopted the title, 
that it should ever receive such a construction. 

This miscellany has indeed been employed, and it is intended 
that it shall always be employed, to vindicate and explain, in a 
seasonable, temperate and candid manner, the Presbyterian sys- 
tem, both as to doctrine and church government. Fairness to 
all concerned requires this distinct avowal. It is, nevertheless, 
equally true, that more than nine-tenths of its pages ever have 
been, and it is designed that they ever shall be occupied, with 
discussions, information and intelligence, in no respect sectarian; 
but in which all who hold the great doctrines of the Protestant 
reformation may, alike, find their favourite sentiments support- 
ed, and their minds interested and gratified. It is regarded as 
a happy and honourable distinction of the Presbyterian system, 
that it does not unchureh other communions. The Presbyterian 
Church, while she maintains with decision and firmness what 
she considers as “ the faith once delivered to the saints,’’ and 
gives an unequivocal preference to that form of government and 
discipline which she adopts as the most scriptural, holds, not- 
withstanding, no exclusive sentiments, in regard to other ortho- 
dox Protestant churches; but can cherish toward them all a true 
and sisterly affection. She, in short, never doubts or abates her 
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claim to be @ church, and never speaks of herself, in the language 
of exclusion, as the church. Accordingly we find that, in laying 
down the preliminary principles of a form of government, the 
framers of that form for ‘‘ the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States,”’ after some previous explanation of their views, say in 
the fifth section—*‘ That while under the conviction of the above 
principles, they think it necessary to make effectual provision 
that all who are admitted as teachers be sound in the faith, they 
also believe that there are truths and forms, with respect to 
which men of good characters and principles may differ. And 
in all these, they think it the duty, both of private Christians 
and societies, to exercise mutual forbearance toward each other.”’ 
With a view, then, to prevent a misapprehension, unfavourable 
to the extensive circulation of this publication, and also to make 
it known by an appellation more truly indicative of its design 
than that which it has hitherto borne, it has been determined 
that its title shall hereafter be, THz Curistran ADVOCATE—a 
title which, while it is significative, is not known to have been, 
till now, appropriated. 

‘¢ Names are things,’ was a maxim of a shrewd observer of 
popular opinions and popular publications. Yet the reasons for 
changing the title of this miscellany should not have been given 
at so much length, if, in alleging them, it had not been found 
convenient to state what is intended to be the general scope and 
true spirit of the work. The change, it is hoped, after the fore- 
eoing explanation, will disoblige none of its present patrons, and 
it may considerably increase their number. 

No editor, whatever may be his talents and his industry, can 
long furnish, in a satisfactory manner, by his unaided efforts, 
that variety of matter which is necessary in a monthly publica- 
tion of forty-eight closely printed pages, the greater part of 
which is to be filled with original composition. The success 
and permanency of the Christian Advocate, therefore, must ul- 
timately depend on the contributions of literary labour, which 
it shall receive from the friends of evangelical piety and sound 
learning. 


The union of literature with genuine Christianity, at all times 
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important, is peculiarly so at this time, and in this country: 
The enemies of the truth as it is in Jesus, are using all their en- 
deavours to maintain their cause and extend their influence, by 
the powerful auxiliaries of erudition and taste; and if the truth 
be left naked, or appear only in a careless or slovenly garb, it 
will not be likely to attract the attention and win the hearts of 
that large and important portion of the community which con- 
sists of the young, the cultivated and the aspiring. We know, 
indeed, that success in inculcating evangelical truth must come 
from God, and that nothing but his grace will ever change a 
single human heart. Still we are not to expect miracles—we 
are only to expect the smiles of Providence, and the influence 
of Divine grace, in the use of vigorous exertions, and of means 
naturally adapted to the effects intended to be produced. When 
the enemies of vital godliness assail it with learning, and wit, 
and taste, they must be combatted with the legitimate use of the 
arms which they abuse. In this service the Christian Advocate 
aspires to take a part; sensible, indeed, that it must be an hum- 
ble part. It aspires to be somewhat instrumental in preventing 
the evil effects of literature misapplied, in cultivating and dif- 
fusing sound biblical criticism, in exposing misrepresentation 
and sophistry, in clothing the pure doctrines of the gospel in 
that chaste and attractive dress which may give full effect to 
their native charms, in endeavouring to cherish the love of learn- 
ing and a just taste among the younger clergy, and to promote, 
generally, among orthodox Christians, that tone and aspect of 
true evangelical piety, which shall demonstrate that it is not 
hostile but highly favourable to ‘whatsoever things are true, 
honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good report.’ If, under the 
Divine blessing, it shall be found that these results, to any con- 
siderable extent, have been produced by this publication, it will 
have rendered a service in which all who shall have given it ° 
their aid will have reason forever to rejoice. 

Account or apologize for it as we may, it is still a fact deeply 
to be regretted, that in our country literary labour has hitherto 
received no adequate remuneration. This is the real cause that 
80 few books of solid value, of whatever description, have been 
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written and published in the United States: and it is the ac- 
knowledged cause that periodical publications have so often 
been deficient in merit and short in duration. As a matter of 
justice, then, 4nd believing that in this, as in every other con- 
cern, equity and true policy are inseparable, it has been deter- 
mined that for every composition insertea in the Christian Ad- 
vocate, the author, unless he voluntarily decline it, shall receive 
a pecuniary compensation, to the full extent as liberal as the 
avails of the work will permit. 

It must be remembered that the Editor will consider himself 
as possessing the right to make such corrections as he may judge 
indispensable, in any paper sent for publication, unless express- 
ly prohibited by the writer. At the same time, it will be dis- 
tinctly understood that nothing will appear which needs to be 
materially amended, either in language or sentiment. The new 
casting of careless composition, is a labour which the Editor 
cannot undertake, and it is not intended that this miscellany 
shall be a receptacle for crudities. 

It is promised that all communications, suitable for this work, 
shall be thankfully received, and carefully and candidly inspect- 
ed; but correspondents will recollect, that the decision on what 
is really suitable, must remain exclusively with the Editor. It 
is sO manifestly his own interest not to reject any thing which, 
in his best judgment, he believes might properly be admitted, 
that it can scarcely be imagined that exclusion should ever be 
adjudged from improper motives. Doubtless he may err; but 
an error which is not the offspring of carelessness or prejudice 
ought to be without offence. Delay in the publication of a paper 
must often take place, where rejection is not intended. Variety, 
in every number of a miscellany, must always be consulted in 
making up its contents. 

Those who projected, and who have hitherto conducted this 
work, have always intended that it should ultimately contribute 
to the charities of the Presbyterian Church. Such contribution 
it has already made, in full proportion to the profits which have 
remained, after defraying the actual expense of paper, printing, 
and distribution. In future, it is intended that it shall contri- 
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bute @ definite sum, proportioned to whatever may be the pro- 
fits, more or less, of the publication. It is here explicitly stated, 
that this work shall henceforth be ¢ithed, for the aid of Chris- 
tian charities—every tenth dollar of clear income, shall go into 
the treasury of the Lord—it shall help to form a fund, to be ap- 
propriated annually, by some members of the Presbyterian 
church, clergy and laity; impartially selected. And if the work 
shall merit and receive a patronage which shall only approxi- 
mate that which some such works are now actually receiving, 
it will, in addition to its main design of promulgating evangelical 
truth and intelligence, serve the same sacred cause, by very 
considerably augmenting the funds destined to that object. 

The kinds of matter which this publication will contain, it is 
not thought necessary to specify in detail. The Editor will 
have constantly before him the best religious miscellanies, which 
are published both in Europe and the United States, and will 
endeavour, as far as possible, to model and improve his own 
work, by all the aids which he can derive from these sources. 
It is only thought necessary to mention particularly, that an at- 
tempt will be made to give a condensed and comprehensive view 
of religious intelligence; that the readers of the Christian Ad- 
vocate may know the existing state of Bible societies, missions, 
and revivals of religion, without being at the expense and trou- 
ble, which many cannot afford, of purchasing and reading the 
numerous publications, to which these interesting and important 
objects have recently given occasion. | 

It has certainly been a just cause of regret, and we know that 
it has, by many, been greatly regretted, that although the Pres- 


_byterian denomination of Christians is among the most numerous 
ee 


of any in the United States, and certainly not prepared to ad- 
mit that it imbodies either less talent or less piety than other 
communions, yet it has, hitherto, made no combined and con- 
tinued effort, to establish and maintain a religious periodical 
publication. It has been seen that such a publication, if ably 
conducted and widely circulated, would not only be highly re- 
putable to the Presbyterian body, but directly and eminently 
useful, by seasonably communicating important information, by 
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promoting harmony and combined exertion, by Jiffusing and 
increasing theological knowledge, by ministering much to Chris- 
tian edification, and by helping forward, generally, the plans 
which have been formed, and the efforts which are now making 
throughout Protestant Christendom, for evangelizing the world. 
It has been believed that it was due from the Presbyterian 
Church to the common cause of Christianity, that she should 
maintain a publication of this character: and that such a publi- 
cation the Christian Advocate may, and probably will become, 
there is no vanity in affirming, if the clergy and laity of the 
Presbyterian Church will cordially unite, and give it that steady 
patronage, in intellectual labour and pecuniary encouragement, 
which they can well and easily afford. That to an union and 
patronage so desirable there might be no hindrance, but every 
inducement, it has been determined to conduct the work on the 
liberal, and we hope unexceptionable plan and principles, which 
have already been stated. 

Deeply sensible, after all, that no human undertaking, how- 
ever wisely planned or well intended, will ever be successful, 
unless the Divine blessing rest upon it, the conductors of this 
miscellany desire, in conclusion, to implore for-it fervently, the 
smiles and benediction of the God of providence and grace: and 
they earnestly ask the prayers of their fellow Christians, that it 
may ever be conducted in the manner best caiculated to pro- 
mote the glory of God, the honour of his coequal Son and 
Spirit, and the salvation of immortal souls. 


Philadelphia, December 2, 1822. 


